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This Is How It Often Works 
 

Some of the best of what occurs in a faith 
community like Open Prairie is unquestionably 
carried by the breath of a restless and playful 
Spirit.  Here is a good example.  Some months 
ago, Nikki went to the church council with the 
idea of a Peace Tiles workshop.  You can read 
all about what Peace Tiles are in last month’s 
newsletter.  She experienced Peace Tiles 
during her season as an Americorps volunteer 
in Montpelier, Vermont.  The council granted 
approval and Nikki began to plan for an Open 
Prairie Peace Tiles event using the question, 
“What does Open Prairie mean to me?”  She 
conferred with me soon after I arrived, and we 
set the date for October 5, 2008.  She also 
wondered if there would be a way for us to 
invite other churches in the Prairie Association 
to make Peace Tiles and establish a revolving 
Peace Tile exchange among congregations.  I 
suggested we bring the idea to the fall 
association meeting on November 1.  
Meanwhile a connection was made with Pilgrim 
Park to hang some of Open Prairie’s tiles 
there.  A few weeks passed and a conversation 
was held among a small number of us about 
programming for the 2008-2009 youth group.  
It was decided to kick off the youth group year 
with participation in the Peace Tile project.  
After a few more weeks and a meeting 
between Patricia Wilson and Martha, it made 
good sense for the Peace Tile project to 
introduce a month of stewardship attention 
bouncing off the original question of “What 
does Open Prairie mean to me?” and adding to 
it “What would it be like if Open Prairie wasn’t 
here?”  
 

A lot has happened since Nikki first went to the 
church council.  Not a single peace tile has yet 
been made, but it already promises to be 
another delightful Open Prairie visual 
experience.  Collage is a powerful, nonverbal 
mode of expression.  When I have used it in 
the past with an array of different people, it has 
brought amazing understanding and 
excitement into a room.  Three pots of 
homemade soup will be bubbling in the kitchen 
on Sunday.  After our World Communion 

worship, plan to stay and be nourished again 
not only with the delicious soup but also with 
an artistic invitation to ministry.  This is an 
activity that is appropriate for all ages.  And we 
will just have to wait and see where our peace 
tiles lead us next.  See you Sunday.     Martha  
    

 
On Board With Biloxi 
In its young life, Open Prairie has a firm tradition of 
fall mission trips to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, 
Mississippi.  This year our mission trippers will be 
gone from the evening of October 18 until late at 
night on October 25.  2008 Mission Trip Members 
include Molly Blog, Brandon Taylor, Joan Pyse, 
Darrelyn Sligh, Karen Martin, Angie Hughes, Kathy 
Hornbaker, Rich Hornbaker, David Hornbaker, 
Brian Taylor, and Michelle Feigenbaum.  However, 
the Biloxi Trip is an activity of the whole people of 
Open Prairie.  In addition to those going on the trip, 
there are Biloxi Buddies, prayers partners for 
each mission trip member.  October the 8th is Pizza 
Hut night for the Biloxi trip.  Plan to stop by Pizza 
Hut between 5-7:30 pm then.  Tickets are good for 
either eat in or take out meals.  They are available 
in the church office or they can be purchased at the 
door, $9 for adults and $5 for children.  And all tips 
go directly to the trip fund.  This is an important 
fundraiser for our Biloxi mission presence.  Enjoy 
Biloxi Pizza on October 8.  There will be a special 
Biloxi Offering taken on Sunday, October 12.  This 
will be another chance for each of us to be a part of 
the 2008 trip.  And finally on Saturday night, 
October 18, at about 5:45 pm, you can come and 
be a part of the Biloxi Send Off.  We will share a 
blessing of song and prayer as mission trip 
members set out.  Get involved in at least one 
aspect of the Biloxi trip.  We are in this together, 
those who travel the miles from here to there and 
those of us who support them, love them, and pray 
for their traveling mercies. 

 



 
OCTOBER 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Oct.   1     8:00 am Prayer group @ Autrey’s 
Oct.   1     6:00 pm Prairie Circle 
Oct.   2     6:30 pm   Choir @ Webber’s  
Oct.   5     noon Peace Tile workshop 
Oct.   6     5:00 pm Christian Ed Team  
Oct.   7     10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Oct.   8     8:00 am Prayer group @ Autrey’s 
Oct.   9     6:30 pm    Choir @ Webber’s 
Oct.  11    all day Reserved - Hornbaker 
Oct.  14    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Oct.  15    8:00 am    Prayer group @ Autrey’s  
Oct.  16    6:30 pm  Choir @ Webber’s 
Oct.  19-25  Work trip to Biloxi, MS 
Oct.  21    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Oct.  22    8:00 am    Prayer group @ Autrey’s 
Oct.  23    6:30 pm    Choir @ Webber’s 
Oct.  25    7:30 pm Coffee House 
Oct.  27    7:00 pm Church Council Mtg. 
Oct.  28    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Oct.  31    all day Reserved - Red Cross 

 
 
 
 
Church Council News 
 
The next Church Council Meeting will be 
Monday, October 27, 7:00 pm. 
 
 

  HAPPY OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAY    

Oct.    6 Rick Zinn 
Oct.  8 Joe Zearing 
Oct.   21 Jocie Vaughn 
Oct.   24 Ron McCutchan 
Oct.   29 Danielle Hughes 
Oct.   31 Margo Bertram 

Health Ministries  

       
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
 
Facts and Figures for Breast Cancer  

¥ Every 2 minutes there is a new breast 
cancer diagnosis 

¥ Every 14 minutes, a life is lost to the 
disease 

¥ There will be approximately 182,460 
new cases diagnosed in females, and 
1190 new cases in males 

¥ Over 40,000 people will die this year; 
about 400 of them will be men 

¥ 85% of all diagnoses have no family 
history 

¥ 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed with 
breast cancer 

¥ Breast cancer is the leading cause of 
death in women between the ages of 40 
and 55  

   Although these statistics continue to be quite 
alarming, the good news is that even though the 
rate of breast cancer diagnosis has risen, there has 
been a steady drop in the overall breast cancer 
death rate since the early 1990’s. 
 
  Early detection continues to offer the best chance 
for survival. The recommendation for early 
detection is to do monthly self breast exams and to 
follow your health care provider’s recommendation 
regarding regular mammogram. 
 
Peace and Good Health, 
 
Mimi 

 
 

 
THINK GREEN 

In an effort to be more earth friendly Open 
Prairie will be discontinuing the use of paper 
and Styrofoam plates and cups.  Thank you to 
everyone who has donated those items in the 
past.  Once the current supply is depleted we 
will only use our glass plates and cups. 
 
  



 
Please keep Dan Kuhnert in your thoughts 
and prayers.  You may write him at: 

Daniel Kuhnert R72534 
Dixon Correctional Center 

2600 N. Brinton Ave. 
Dixon, IL  61021 

 
 
Prairie Circle News 
The next meeting of Prairie Circle will 
be Wednesday, Oct. 15th, 6:00pm at 
the home of Margaret Autrey. 

 

 
Photos Needed 

We are updating the picture frames in our entry, 
vestibule area.  If you have recent pictures of 
people and events at Open Prairie, please e-mail 
them or drop them off with Ami in the office.  The 
pictures that are currently in the frames will be 
placed in an album/scrapbook.   
 
 
Mission News 
 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR MISSON TEAM  
  Fall is here!  It was a grand summer.  Crazy and 
exhausting, but a good one. 
  This summer Open Prairie began helping our local 
Habitat For Humanity.  We have provided meals on 
two weekends for the workers and will do so  
again as the work continues into the fall.  If you 
would like to get involved, either making 
sandwiches and baking goodies or actually  
wielding a hammer please let us know and we will 
give you the contact information.   When you see 
Marcie please give her a pat on the back  
for it was she who coordinated our involvement with 
the Habitat folks.  Thanks Marcie. 
  We are looking forward to providing a new 
opportunity for our Gateway neighbors at Open 
Prairie.  A group of Gateway folks will be coming  

twice a week to use our kitchen for classes in basic 
cooking.  We are very excited to offer this new 
mission.  Welcome Gateway! 
  There are only a few white chocolate frogs and 
rats left and they are crying out to be eaten.  Come 
and indulge your sweet tooth and bask in the glow 
of helping your mission team. 
  Please thank Jana Allott when you see her.  She 
has worked very hard to raise money through 
collecting aluminum cans to provide money for  
Heifer International.  Go Jana!   Keep those cans 
coming! 
  Please remember the food pantry this month.  
They have requested Cake and Brownie mix for the 
month of October. 
  Susan and I will be meeting soon with Martha to 
look at the coming year.  If you would like to get 
involved with the Mission Team or if you have of a 
project you would like to see happen, jump right in.  
We would love to have you. 
Peace, 
 

Kelly 
 

FOOD PANTRY FOR 
OCTOBER: 

Cake & Brownie Mix 

 
 
 
 
Thank You All 
During Martha’s recent week of retreat, several 
Open Prairie folks kept normal pastoral 
operations going.  Justin Mapes led worship.  
Barb Ollila was on call for pastoral care needs.  
Mimi Cofoid helped organize necessary hands for 
wet basement work after the heavy rains of 
Homestead weekend.  Adam Webber and Justin 
and Katie Mapes facilitated the Enough At The 
Table sessions.  And as always, Ami gracefully 
fielded whatever happened in the office.  Thank 



you all.  We are blessed with many reliable hands 
here. 
Open Prairie October Calendar of Prayer 
We continue our practice of intercessory prayer 
this month with these daily concerns. 
October 1 – deep racial divides 
October 2 – highway construction workers 
October 3 – single parents 
October 4 – any who work for the safety and 
protection of animals 
October 5 – opportunities to be playful and creative   
October 6 – situations where patience fails 
October 7 – caregivers for the aged 
October 8 – the outreach of Open Prairie UCC 
October 9 – those who have lost their homes 
October 10 – our nation’s leaders and those 
seeking leadership positions 
October 11 – children in abusive and violent situations 
October 12 – all who are struggling with storm 
damage 
October 13 – people coping with the loss of a job 
October 14 – unjust legal decisions 
October 15 – the capacity for consensus in 
times of conflict and disagreement 
October 16 – the people of Zimbabwe 
October 17 – the recently diagnosed 
October 18 – safe journey for our mission trippers 
October 19 – the ministry of Back Bay Mission 
in Biloxi, Mississippi 
October 20 – persons whose mental illness is 
misunderstood 
October 21 – those without health insurance 
October 22 – the hungry 
October 23 – the depressed and lonely 
October 24 – new relationships 
October 25 – greater honesty in our public 
claims and conversation 
October 26 – the capacity to see more positive things 
October 27 – people who wrestle with addictions 
October 28 – world leaders 
October 29 – our political process 
October 30 – anyone who needs a smile 
October 31 – the imagination to see all the 
world’s children as our children 
 
 

Enough At The Table 
The Enough at the Table small group sessions 
are well underway.  We have had a good first 
month together.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this program or joining 
either the Tuesday morning (10-11:30 am) or 

Tuesday evening group (6:30-8:00), see 
Martha. 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
 
Now that we have firmly established our school 
routines and the temperature outside tells us 
that fall has arrived, it’s time to jump start our 
youth group!  As you already know we will kick 
things off on Sunday, October 5 by 
participating in the Peace Tile workshop.  We 
will gather for a short organizational meeting 
following the workshop. 
 
Our hope is that we can set many dates for our 
gatherings at this meeting.  We realize that we 
all are very busy.  The plan is for the youth 
group to meet once a month.  Day and time will 
be up to those who gather on October 5.   
 
We have many ideas for our gatherings, but we 
also want your input!  Right now we are 
planning a trip to Chicago and looking at 
places for the summer mission trip.  What else 
gets planned is up to you and your ideas! 
 
If you have any questions please let us know.  
We are here to provide a fun and safe 
environment for you to experience our still 
speaking God.  Let us know what’s on your 
heart and mind. 
 
Peace- 
 
Justin Mapes   mapesjustin@hotmail.com 
Brian Taylor   kc220674894@yahoo.com 
 

 

ItÕs Caramel Time!  
The Open Prairie Candy Kitchen will again 
be making caramels for the for the holiday 
season. Four varieties are available: vanilla, 
vanilla with pecans, chocolate, and chocolate 
with pecans. We are delighted to offer these 
delicious treats at last year's price of $7.00 
per half pound. The caramels will be ready 
for delivery the week before Thanksgiving. 
Remember, the caramels freeze beautifully 
and are perfect for holiday gift giving. Please 
contact the church office or Donna Chelin to 
place your order. Pick up dates will be 



announced later. Payment is due at when 
you pick up your caramels.  
 

 
Open Prairie will be staffing the Blood Mobile 
with volunteers at First Methodist on November 
6th.  Please contact Donna Chelin if you would 
like to help with this important ministry. 
 

 
Church Directory 

Please let Ami know if you have any updates or 
information changes for the Church Directory.  
Deadline to submit corrections or updates is 
Thursday, Oct. 23rd.  A sheet with corrections that 
you may insert in your directory will be available by 
Sunday. November 2nd. 
 
 
Let there be Light! 
 
Hello, friends!  I'm taking a welcome break 
from studying my New Testament vocabulary 
to update you on the lighting plans for our 
space.  When we were designing Open 
Prairie's space -- back before the interior of our 
building looked anything like it does now! -- we 
had an ambitious plan for lighting.  We wanted 
to have some theatrical lighting as well as 
general area lighting.  For worship, we wanted 
to be able to focus extra light on the table or 
the lectern; for special services, we wanted to 
be able to create special lighting effects; for 
public events like the Coffeehouse, we wanted 
to be able to offer brighter, focusable lighting 
for stage areas.  Though it sounded nice, we 
had to cut some costs, so we pared the design 
down to the simple indirect florescent system 
we now have.  We decided we could always 
add theatrical lighting later.  
And now it is later, so to speak, and with the 
help of a grant from the City of Princeton we 
are taking the first step toward adding this new 
lighting.  Electricians will be running power to 
four positions up in the rafters.  This will allow 
us to eliminate some of those existing 
extension-cord drops from the rafters to our 

wall outlets, and that will neaten things up a bit.  
But, more importantly, it will provide power for 
future lighting instruments to be installed up 
there.  
After that, the next steps are up to you.  Each 
step adds some capabilities, and each step 
costs some money!  If you're considering a 
special gift to the church, or if you have an idea 
for a fundraiser, I hope you'll consider adopting 
one or more of these special projects.  (We can 
and will apply to the city for more grant money, 
too.)  Here are some of the steps:  
1.  Install wiring for four 20-amp circuits in the 
rafters.  Cost: about $1000.  This is mostly paid 
for by the City of Princeton, but we still need 
about $300 to cover the cost.  
2.  Buy basic lighting instruments  for the 
rafters.  Ultimately, we'll want at least three of 
these; they're about $250 each.  Even if we 
had just two, we could immediately replace the 
floodlight bar that the Coffeehouse current 
uses -- the one currently clamped to the rafters.  
The new lights would look better, give much 
more light, and could be switched on and off 
from the breaker box.  
3.  Buy a dimmer.  This is a strip or box that 
mounts up in the rafters; it would cost about 
$700.  Like the wall-switch dimmer you have at 
home, it controls light levels, so they don't have 
to be just on or off.  But unlike a home dimmer, 
it can handle high-power lighting, and it can be 
controlled remotely.  It can be programmed by 
a person on a ladder, but the real value comes 
when we get to step 4.  
4.  Buy a lighting controller and control cable.  
Cost: about $600.  This gives full control of the 
lighting from a remote position.  We'll probably 
put the controller in the same corner that now 
has our sound system.  
Beyond that, there's room for lots more lighting 
instruments up there.  The circuits we're 
installing and the controller in step 4 could 
handle as many as 4 dimmers and 16 lighting 
instruments.  So we'll have plenty of room to 
expand.  
That's where the lighting plan stands now.  I 



hope this project will be brightening up our 
space soon.  Now, back to my Greek.  ca,rij 
u`mi/n kai. eivrh,nh:  grace to you all, and peace! 
 
Adam 
 
 
Hello Open Prairie, 
 
   On Sunday, October 5, I will be conducting a 
Peace Tiles workshop after church.  Peace Tiles 
are permanent collages done on a block of wood, 
and they are thoughtfully created after reflecting on 
a topic or issue.  Peace Tiles are often used as a 
method of communication between groups on 
important ideas.  The topic for Open Prairie’s 
Peace Tiles is “What does my church mean to 
me?”  
   Everyone is invited to join in the fun that day.  
There will be a meal after the service, and then we 
will begin the crafting.  Even if you don’t consider 
yourself to be an artistic person, we still want you to 
participate.  You might surprise yourself with how 
creative you can be once you start working with the 
materials.  
   To prepare for the workshop, spend some time 
thinking about what Open Prairie means to you.  
Also, I ask that each family bring some collage 
materials to contribute to the project.  This doesn’t 
have to be a large contribution, something like a 
few old magazines, old greeting cards, copies of 
pictures or a sandwich bag of items like scrap 
paper, beads, feathers, you get the idea. 
   The finished tiles will be displayed here at the 
church for a period of time, but I am hoping to 
share the Peace Tile project with other churches in 
the Prairie Association so we have the opportunity 
to swap Peace Tiles. 
  If you have any questions, email me at 
N_Kromphardt@yahoo.com or talk to me after 
church. 
 
Nikki Kromphardt 
 
 
Hospitality Team 
We are in the process of restructuring and 
rejuvenating the Hospitality Team at Open 
Prairie.  If you are interested in this or have 
questions about it, talk to Martha. 
 
 
World Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 5 is World Communion 
Sunday.  The Worship Team is asking 

members of the congregation to bring a small 
item from somewhere else in the world to place 
on our communion table.  Your object may be 
from a place you have visited or lived.  It may 
be an object from your family’s origins or 
simply a reminder of another part of the wider 
world in which we dwell. 
 
Princeton Coffeehouse 
Sally Spring opened the coffee house season on 
September 27.  What wonderful performers she and 
her husband are!  The rafters rang with their North 
Carolina sounds.  On October 25, we look forward 
to hearing Bill Morrissey.  Plan to be there by 7:30 
pm.  Tickets are $10.  There is a stack of 
coffeehouse brochures in the office if you are 
interested in learning more. 
 
 
Stewardship and Finance 
    Recently I visited with my oldest sister, Fern.  
She is hearing impaired and so for her, 
communicating is a struggle.  She intensely 
focuses on my face, watching my expression 
and the words I’m forming with my lips.  At 
times she is responsive but most often I resort 
to writing to ease her difficulties.  With each 
visit I marvel at her tenacity to communicate. 
    To be able to hear is a gift we often take for 
granted.  And to really listen as another one 
speaks is a gift we often ignore.  During the 
month of October, I challenge you to really 
listen as our pastor, Martha, speaks to us of 
the many ways Open Prairie has become so 
very important in our lives and beyond.  You 
may think of other meaningful additions to her 
comments.  As you focus and listen, consider 
this question, “Would Open Prairie, and all it 
represents, be missed if it wasn’t here?” 
    To keep the ministry of Open Prairie 
growing, your response is needed – through 
participation in the various activities of the 
church, accepting a leadership role, committing 
to financial support.  Later in October you will 
receive a personal letter and inserts to help in 
your decision of financial support.  On Sunday, 
November 9th you are invited to return your 
financial pledge and celebrate the dedication of 
our gifts given by God. 
    As you reflect on your commitment to Open 
Prairie, listen then respond. 



    God is still speaking. God is still listening, 
too. 
 
Patricia Wilson 
Stewardship & Finance Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Prairie UCC 
25 E. Marion Street   
Princeton, IL  61356 
 

 
Church Office: 

25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, Il  61356 
(815)872-5150 
Email: mail@openprairie.org 
Office Open Tue. /Thu. 9:00 – 5:00 pm 
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org 
 


