OPEN PRAIRIE UCC ¢
MAY 2009

Green Prairie

The land surrounding us has greened
considerably since our Holy Week and Easter
bonfires of a month ago. Accompanying that
greening has been an accelerating green
consciousness at Open Prairie. In recent
months we have made the decision to go more
fully green in the kitchen, using no paper
tableware. The Mission Team has offered
monthly selections of green movies for our fall
and winter movie nights. The children initiated
a OTrash CovenantO that began on Earth Day.
Members of Open Prairie who have signed the
covenant agree to pick up at least five items of
trash every Wednesday until further notice.
Our kids began a trash tally on Sunday, April
26. Every Sunday over the next year, they will
take a weekly count of the items and bags of
trash that have been collected on the previous
Wednesday. A portion of our homegrown
summer curriculum will also be trash based
and will include ways for the entire
congregation to participate.

Through the leadership of Kelly Autrey-
Webber, we celebrated our first community
Earth Day service on Tuesday, April 21, Earth
Day eve. The service was beautiful,
contemplative, and full of opportunities for the
gathered congregation to add prayers and
commitments. We hope in coming years that
people across Princeton will respond to our
invitation to join us for this service. The
sanctuary settings that the Worship Team
created during Lent under our tagline, OA
Willingness to Grow,O continue to connect our
worship time and space with the land round
about us.

One of the next projects to be initiated by our
special fundraising committee is a green clean
bag. The bag, which will sport stunning
artwork by Stephanie Hale, will provide a
number of recipes and items for green cleaning
at home. The green bags will be unveiled
soon.

We have begun to talk about the upcoming
Prairie Association Meeting to be held at Open
Prairie on November 14, 2009. Itis our intent
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to suggest to the meeting planning committee
that a theme for the meeting be spun to include

a dual awareness of sustainable congregations
and a sustainable earth.

In the twelfth century, the mystic Hildegard of
Bingen identified the greening of our lives as
that place where our specific gifts and
particular world needs meet. That greening of
our life at Open Prairie is increasingly bound to
multiple green efforts in town and on the prairie
land around us. Come and bring who you are,
the ideas that you ponder, and green thoughts
that you have to all that is happening on the

Open Prairie Green Team. Martha
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May 1 5:00pm WomenOs Retreat begins

May 5 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

May 6 8:00am Prayer group @ AutreyOs
May 6 6:00pm Prairie Circle

May 7 6:30pm Choir @ WebberOs

May 10 Happy MotherOs Day!
May 12 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

May 13 8:00am Prayer group @ AutreyOs
May 14 6:30pm  Choir @ WebberOs

May 16 6:00pm  Murder Mystery Dinner

May 19 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

May 20 8:00am Prayer group @ AutreyOs
May 21 9-5pm Church office closed

May 21 6:30pm  Choir @ WebberOs

May 23 7:30pm  Princeton Coffeehouse
May 26 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

May 27 8:00am Prayer group @ AutreyOs




Choir @ WebberOs
Lunch in the Park
Jubilee Sunday/Pentecost

May 28 6:30pm
May 29 11:00am
May 31 10:30am
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May Calendar of Prayer

Intercessory prayer embraces these joys
and concerns this month:

All who are separated from their loved ones
Those who provide leadership in care for the earth
Folks preparing for upcoming farmers’ markets
Middle school teachers

Athletes and staff for the Special Olympics
Medical staff in intensive care units

Foster care families

Writers of children’s books

Graduates

. Those who provide mothering
. Employees of all night gas stations and quick shops
. Scientists who work for years on difficult problems

and challenges

Any who feel their work is invisible

People who are socially awkward and can’t seem to
fitin

Neighbors and strangers who miss their homeland
Political leaders seeking innovative strategies to
address hard issues

Those who feel they have nothing to give

Families of people who have taken their own lives
Patients who suddenly find themselves very ill
Survivors overwhelmed with grief and mourning
Students who struggle to learn

All whose lives are wounded by methods of torture
People who have lost a beloved pet

Recreation workers readying public pools for
summer swimming

Those juggling multiple jobs to make ends meet
Any who are paralyzed with fear

Exhausted caregivers

Families who are torn apart with arguments
Victims of epidemics

Those who are too familiar with failure

People who lack safe water to drink

Daniel Kuhnert R72534
Dixon Correctional Center
2600 N. Brinton Ave. Dixon, IL 61021

If you have time to jot a note, Dan Kuhnert
would enjoy hearing from you.

Mission News

Greetings from your Mission Team,

We will start receiving our organic Coneflower
vegetable boxes this month. Yippee! The first pick
up date will be Thursday, May 21st. Come on over
to the Webber household after five and the boxes
will be ready. If it rains | will put them in the
garage. | can't wait!

Thanks to everyone who turned out for our first
Earth Day worship service. We had a variety of
poems and readings from Wordsworth to Chief
Seattle interspersed with beautiful contemplative
music arranged and played by Adam. It felt good to
join together to give thanks for our beautiful world.
We hope to make this an annual celebration.

Kelly will be taking a little break from Mission
movie land. If anyone has a film they would like to
share this summer with the congregation please
feel free to do so. Adam would be happy to teach
anyone how to set up the projector equipment.

Please remember the food pantry this month.
They have asked that we contribute fruit juice for
the month of May. Fresh vegetables and
fruit are also always welcome.

Thanks everyone.
Peace! Kelly
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Fruit Juice

May 12 Michell Heider
May 13 Roger Perkins
May 15 Jan Milles

May 15 Carl Carman

May 21 Mary Jane Goble
May 22 Nikki Kromphardt
May 23 Kevin Hale




May 23 Rebecca Hughes
May 25 Doug Criner
May 27 Evan Hale
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Peter Mulvey will perform
www.petermulvey.com

Enough at the Table

There is always room at our writing and study
tables on Tuesday morning and Tuesday
evening for new folks to join. If you havenOt
been a part of either Enough At The Table
groups but have thought about it, know you are
welcome. The morning group meets at 10 am
and the evening group at 6:30 pm.

Prairie Circle News

The next meeting of Prairie Circle will be
Wednesday, May 6, 6:00pm at the
home of Kelly Autrey-Webber.

Please bring a covered dish to share.

Potato Bar Success
Thanks to everyone who came to the potato bar,
donated toppings, desserts, auction items provided
talent and helped out in anyway. Because of all of
you the event brought in approximately $3700.00
which will go toward the budget deficit. The evening
was a huge success, the energy high, and the spirit
alive and well at OPUCC. A special thanks to the
youth of all ages for their participation. It was
wonderful to see all of you there. On a personal
note a very special thanks to the committee
members, Angie Hughes, Becky Perkins, Linda

Ernst, Kathy Hornbaker and Nikki Kromphardt. |

fully believe that evening showed OPUCC at its

best.

Mimi Cofoid

Christian Education News

Thanks to those attending the annual megtin
luncheon and the generosity of cagonymous donor,
Open Prairie is able to continue its tradition of
providing each Sunday Schostudent with a $50.00
camp scholarshipDanielle and Fern will be joined by
Fox, Becky, an&Katrina for a full week of Spit

Camp at Pilgrim Park.The Christian Ed. team thanks
you mostsincerely for your generosity. We look
forward to having the children share their camp
experiences with you later this summer.

Sunday School summer vacation begins the first
Sunday in JuneClasses will resume othe first Sunday
of July. Summer lessons will be built around the Heifer
Project, the garden, antle environment.The

children encourage any who have not signed the trast
covenant to do so as soongasssible. The covenant

is posted on the Sunday School classroom dobine
weekly trash tally iposted on the bookshelf just
outside the door. During the first week of the
covenant, oucongregation collected more than 85
individual pieces of litter.We had four people who
eachcollected an entire bag of litteWe are off to a
wonderful start.Just imaging the amount of trasie

will remove from our city and county over the course
of a year! If youOd like mormformation about the
trash covenant, please talk to any Sunday Skchoo
student. Danielle Hughes taught the Sunday School
class how make Ojo de Dios (Eye of God)hese
beautiful woven sculptures will be delivered to OPUCC
shut ins by the Health Ministriecbeam. Watch for
more Ojo de Dios throughout the sanctuary as the
children partner with th&orship Team on an
upcoming projectThanks to all who attended the
Palm Sunday Eve bonfire held at Hornbaker Gardens.
It was difficult to tell who enjoyed the campfire and
the enormous burn pile more, the kids or ddelts.

The freshly roasted hotdogs and toasty marshmallow
Smores made the evening complefiéhank you, Rich
and Kathy Hornbaker, for providing us with a perfect
spot to celebrate theeginning of Holy Week.This
multi-generational event was such a success that
Chiistian Ed.hopes to make it an annual event.
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A big Thank You to Patricia Wilson who is
stepping down as Chairman of the Stewardship
and Finance Team. Her leadership and
enthusiasm are greatly appreciated!
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Those who were present at the semi-annual
meeting on Sunday already know this but
great progress has been made toward
overcoming our 2009 budget deficit!

Prior to beginning our brainstorming session a
few weeks ago the deficit was $23,000.
Various belt tightening measures brought that
down to $12,600; then the very successful
Potato Bar raised $3,600; and pledges have
been increased by $5,900. This brings our
deficit down to $3,700 , prior to the upcoming
Murder-Mystery Dinner, Lunch in the Park, and
various other activities. Once again, OPUCC
has pulled together in a spirit of abundance to
make things happen. Be proud and thankful for
whatOs been accomplished!

2010 will present new opportunities and
challenges, but they too can be met, through
prayerful consideration, cool heads, hard work,
and good fun. WeOll continue to operate with
transparency, talk things through and make
good decisions as a Church.

As always, if you have ideas or questions
regarding the churchOs finances, ask away! If
we donOt have the answers immediately, weOll
find them.

Stewardship Committee

Health Ministries

The Health Ministries Team is looking forward to

the upcoming WomenOs Retreahpéield on May
1 and May 2 at Grand Bear Lodge. There are
sixteen women signed up to attend. Rev. Martha
will be leading the retreat on Sabbath $@if Care
The Health Ministries team took flower pots
made by the Sunday School children to the-shsit
during the Lenten Season. They were very much
appreciated and brought big smiles to those who
received them. Thank you to the Sunday School
children and their teachers for remembering those
who are often not able to attend worship. What a
wonderful wayfor them to feel connected.
Blessings and Good Health,
Mimi

Community Garden

Open Prairie keeps getting greener! This spring
multiple members of Open Prairie will be planting
a garden plot on some rich soil graciously
offered by Doug and Sarah Criner. We will work
together to determine the vegetables and herbs
to plant. If we have a surplus, we may even
freeze or can for those cold winter days. Come
join in this new growing experience. Interested?
Sign up or contact Angie, 815-878-3715.

Murder Mystey Dinner

On Saturday, May 16, Open Prairie will be holding
a Murder Mystery Dinner. The event will run from
6:00-9:00 PM, tickets cost $20 and need to be
ordered in advance. To order tickets, or if you have
any questions, call Ami at 815-872-5105 or email
Nikki at N_Kromphardt@yahoo.com. The Murder
Mystery Dinner is a participatory event, which
means that each participant gets to come as a
character in the story-this is a great opportunity for
anyone who likes improv! Our story is set in
Chicago in the early 1920s, with two families of
investment bankers who are at a bon voyage party
before they set off on a trip to India.

If you would like to attend the event, but don't want
to be a character that night, please consider
volunteering. | need at least 8 people to handle the
dinner part of the night (setting out and cleaning up
the buffet, dishes, etc ), 3 people to keep an eye on
the kids and 6 people to help me set up that day
before the event.

Additionally, | will need donations of side dishes
and desserts for dinner. Note-dinner is NOT Indian
food! Justin Mapes will be preparing the main dish,
and we'll need 10 people to donate side dishes and
3-5 people to donate desserts. If you would like to
do this, please sign up at the church or send me an
email. We will need the food by 5:00 on May 16.
Finally, to decorate for the event, | am looking for
loans of any Indian-esque fabrics or knickknacks
you might have in your home. Let me know if you'd
like to loan anything, and bring it to church the
week before the event (starting Sunday, May 10).
I'll need to keep an inventory of who loans what so |
can get things back to the right people.

If you'd like to help or have any questions, feel free
to send me an email. Thanks for everyone's help.
Nikki Kromphardt




Church Council News
The next Church Council Meeting will be
Monday, June 1, 2009 at 7:00pm.

A copy of the current Council minbsewisg on the
bulletin board in the Church.office

Highlights fiothe April 2TCouncil meeting include:
OGreen BagsO will be available soon
New Memorial Gifts Brochure is complete
The Potato Bar was a huge success
OPUCC Children are keeping a trash tally
Volunteerareneeded for the Building Tean
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Open Prairie UCC
25 E. Marion Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Church Office:

25 E. Marion Street

Princeton, Il 61356

(815)872-5150

Email: mail@openprairie.org

Office Open Tue. /Thu. 9:00 B5:00 pm
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org

Memorial and Honorary Gifts

Open Prairie is starting a new program in
which donations can be made to the church in
honor or memory of a loved one, special event,
or occasion. The donations may be dedicated
to certain programs or to the general budget.
Brochures outlining the program as well as
forms to submit names are available in church
office. This will be a wonderful way to honor
the special people and moments in your life.

All donations will be recorded in a memorial
book and will be listed in the monthly
newsletter.

A OWish ListO of church needs will be listed in
the newsletter each month and the gifts may
be dedicated to those items.

Current Wish List
Cork strip for Sunday School room
Storage shelves in storeroom
Kitchen island
Trays for dishwasher
Can smasher for Heifer project
New computer for church office



