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A Picture Is Worth A Thousand 
Words 
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Church Council News 
The next Church Council Meeting will be 

Monday, June 28 at 7:00pm. 
 
 

 



 
 

June$
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
1 6:00pm  Search Committee 
 
2 8:00am  Prayer Group 

6:00pm Prairie Circle at 
June Harmon’s  

 6:30pm  Choir at Webber’s 
 
5 7-10am  Community Coffee 
    @ Sheffield UCC 
 
6 6:30pm  Bonfire at 
    Hornbaker’s 
 
7 5:00pm  Christian Education  
 6:00pm  Search Committee 
 
9 Red Cross at 

OPUCC 
 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  Choir at Webber’s 
 
20    HAPPY Father’s  
    Day!!! 
 
23 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  Choir at Webber’s 
 
25    53rd Anniversary of  

United Church of 
Christ  
 

28 7:00pm  Church Council 
 
30 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  Choir at Webber’s 
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Enough at the Table 

 
There is always room at our writing and 

study tables on Tuesday morning.  If 
you haven’t been a part of the Enough 
At The Table  groups but have thought 
about it, know you are welcome.  The 

morning group meets at 10 am. 
 
$
$

 



June Calendar of Prayer 
 

As the church tells time, Pentecost 
marks the gifting of all believers 
with responsibility for the ministries 
of our common life of faith.  In that 
spirit and in these opening days of 
the long season of Pentecost, we will 
pray for a variety of different 
ministries in local settings. 
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Prairie Circle News 
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The CE Team is sponsoring an all 

church bonfire at Hornbaker's on Sunday 
evening, June 6th, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Please bring lawn chairs, hotdog 

roasting sticks, and whatever you'd like to 
drink. 

 
Hotdogs, buns, condiments, chips, 

and the makings for S'mores will be 
provided. 

 
Rich promises another spectacular 

fire this year! Please join us for fun, food, 
and fire. 

&
&

Spirit�Camp�week�
at�Pilgrim�Park�
(July�19-24)�will�
be�here�before�we�

know�it.�
It�is�an�Open�

Prairie�tradition�to�
provide�each�of�
our�campers�with�

a�$50�scholarship�to�help�with�
expenses.�

To�this�end,�the�CE�Team�will�sponsor�
a�"noisy�offering"�each�Sunday�in�
June�to�raise�scholarship�money.�

Raid�your�piggy�banks,�check�under�
the�couch�cushions,�and�save�your�
nickels�and�dimes�to�dump�in�the�

kettle.�
The�more�change,�the�more�noise!�
(Folding�money�and�checks�will�be�

gratefully�accepted,�as�well.)�
�

�
Update from the 

Search Committee 
 

The Search Committee is currently 
meeting one to two times per week 
in order to move forward in a timely 

manner. At this time we are 
reading profiles, doing telephone 
interviews and watching sermon 

DVD's. We are excited to be 
moving forward and to finally have 

some connection to real people 
instead of just words on paper. 

Thank you to the congregation for 
your support and patience, we 

really appreciate it. As we 
prayerfully continue the journey we 

ask for your continued prayers. 
 

Blessings and Peace, 
Mimi 

 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder...Sunday School 
 is on vacation for the months 
 of June, July, and August.  

Watch for big changes in 
September. 

&
&
&
 
!
 



!"#$%&'#(&$)*&+,-$)"*'&.  has not 
offered concerts in many years, and it is 
time to start the chorus up again. Singers 

of all ability 
levels (who 
have 
completed the 
freshman year 
of high 
school) are 
invited to 
participate. 

All vocal levels (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) 
are needed.$

Summer rehearsals will be from 7:00-8:30 
on Wednesdays at the Evangelical 
Covenant Church in Princeton starting 
June 9, 2010. Sheet music will be 
provided. For more information, please 
contact Joy Schertz at 815-646-4218 or 
Kevin and Karen Glover at 815-872-1481. 

 
 
 

JUNE FOOD BANK: 
 

 
 
 

Macaroni and Cheese 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please Help Out! 
 
A local Princeton family would appreciate any 
help or donations after a flood in the basement 
of their home left over 2 feet of sewer-water.  
Their children lost everything as their rooms 
were in the basement, so they are the primary 
focus. 
 
*Kids have no beds – been sleeping on the 
floor for a week. 
 
*Would like blow-up beds (or donated beds) 
including bedding, pillows, etcetera. 
 
*Lost all children’s clothing and belongings. 
 

1. Daughter:  Size 3 pants 
7 shoe 
36B bra 
Size 5 underwear 
Size small shirts 

 
2. Daughter:  Size 5 pants 

8 ½ shoe 
36D bra 
Size 5 underwear 
Size small shirts 

 
3. Son:    Size 30‐32 pants 

Size large in athletic pants 
Size 12 shoe 
Size large shirts/t‐shirts 
Medium/Large boxers 

 
**Girls’ straighteners, curling irons, and other 
hair products etcetera were also lost in the 
flood. 
 
*Items can be brought to the church on Sunday 
or during office hours, and there is also a sign-
up sheet in the office.   
 

Your help is always appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Guess what?  It’s not too early to start 
making plans for Krist Kindl Markt (KKM) 2010, 
to be held in November.  The core KKM 2010 
committee has already met and started  
planning for an even bigger and better event 
than was held in 2009.  Changes include 
expanding the lunch menu, eliminating the 
“Almost New” shop and the craft booth, offering 
more imported German ornaments, and 
recruiting more vendors. 
 
 
!"#$"%&''"$()*%+,-.%&'%"/"$012()* —
cookies, gingerbread houses, assorted 
German sweets and Christmas items, and 
entertainment.  That means Open Prairie will 
have to come out in full force!  Let me know 
what you would like to help with, and we can 
get an early start on preparations. 
 
 
WE WILL NEED:   
Entertainers—singers, brass ensemble, Father 
Christmas 
Cake and cookie bakers 
Pretzel bakers 
People to cook brats, franks, or make soup 
People to decorate the church—string lights, 
etc.  
People to help decorate the tent 
People to help assemble gingerbread houses 
People to sell items, serve food, supervise 
children’s activities 
People who can help make ornaments and 
advent wreaths 
People to help recruit vendors 
People to clean up after the event 
 
 
Start thinking snow, twinkling lights, 
3)4%52$(61736%68""169% 
 
Sarah Criner 
sarahcriner@verizon.net 

 
 

 
 
 

Mission Team News 
HELP walk to raise AWARENESS in the first 
Living Works Community Walk for Suicide 
Prevention.  The 2.1 mile walk will kick off 
Saturday June 5, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Darius 
Miller Park and proceed to Zearing Park for 
closing ceremonies.  The registration fee is 
$10.00 due by May 28, which includes a T­shirt 
and wristband.  After that date, the fee goes to 
$15.00.   The hope is to raise money to send two 
local individuals to a Living Works five­day “Train 
the Trainer” workshop in Colorado.  In the fall, I 
attended a community presentation by Cheryl 
Robinson a trainer for Living Works.  A lot of 
valuable information was covered that evening.  
This will enable more scheduled workshops in 
our community.  Registration forms can be 
picked up at the church or the day of the walk.  
Let’s get a team together! 
 
Peace,  
 Angie 

 
 

Bureau County United Way 
()%:3$1)"$62(;%8(129  

 LIVING WORKS SUICIDE WALK 
A Community Walk for Suicide 

Prevention 
Date:  Saturday, June 5, 2010 

Time:  9:00 am registration, walk kicks off at 
10:00 am. 

Cost:  $10.00 per walker (includes t-shirt & 
wristband) 12 and under free (no t-shirt). 

Location:  Walk starts at Darius Miller Park & 
ends at Zearing Park. 

More:  We will celebrate the affirmation of life 
with a barbeque, presentations, music by 212, 
and a balloon release to remember those lost 

to suicide. 
Contact the Bureau County United 
Way for additional information at  

815-872-0821. 
 

 
 



Mission Team News 
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The Princeton Community Band, Festival 
56, BC Historical Society Museum and 
Princeton Chamber  are partnering to plan a 
fun, family afternoon in downtown Princeton. 
 Activities will be held at Soldiers & Sailors 
Park on the fourth of July, prior to the Jaycees 
fireworks. 
  
Here's what's planned so far... 
 
 2:00 pm - Festival 56 production of 
Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost 
 

6:00 pm         6:00 pm - Princeton Community Band 
Performance and Bureau County Historical 
Society Museum Historic Presentations 
(between band performances) 
 
9:00 pm (Dusk) - Jaycee’s Fireworks at 
Zearing Park 

 



Recycling Pays Off! 
Thank you for all of 
the Ink Cartridges 

donated for recycling, 
OPUCC made a total 

of $78.60 last month from used 
cartridges.  Not bad! 

$
$

The Jason Foundation 
 

The Jason Foundation, Inc. is dedicated to 
the prevention of the "Silent Epidemic" of 
youth suicide through educational and 

awareness programs to equip young people, 
educators / youth workers and parents with 
the tools and resources to help identify and 

assist at-risk youth. 
 

The Jason Foundation is proud to announce 
that on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, also 

known as the Jason Flatt Act, passed the 
Senate and was sent to Illinois Governor Pat 

Quinn for his approval.   
 

Illinois is the 5th state to pass this important 
legislation that will help save lives.   

 
For more information please visit the 

official website at  
http://www.jasonfoundation.com/. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Office Hours: 
 

Just a heads up for everyone, 
summer school goes from 

 June 14-July 29  
and my office hours will change 

accordingly: 
 

Monday-Thursday 
7:00am-9:00am 

AND 
3:00pm-5:00pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Illinois Conference of the 
United Church of Christ would like 
to extend their heartfelt THANK 

YOU for OPUCC’s generous 
OCWM gift in 2009.  

  
 

In 2010 they will call a new 
Associate Conference Minister.  
They will add a fresh dynamic to 

the Illinois Conference of the 
United Church of Christ and 

challenge us to go and grow in a 
new direction. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.jasonfoundation.com/


 
! Dear Pastor Martha,  

 
Thank you so much for allowing 

Charlotte and I to visit your 
congregation on Sunday May 16th to 

share our message on OCWM. 
 

We"re sorry we didn"t have the 
opportunity to meet you.  However, 

please know that you left the 
congregation in good hands as Justin 

did an outstanding job.   
 

I shared with your congregation that 
you were the ninth visit and we have 
never felt so welcome.  It was truly 
wonderful everyone took this time to 
shake our hands before the service to 

say hello and introduce themselves and 
after the service to say thank you for 

the OCWM message. 
 

It was truly a wonderful day that we 
will enjoy for many months.  We were 

wishing you were just a little closer 
which would make it easier for a visit. 
May God bless us all in our endeavors 

in this much needed program.# 
 

Sincerely, Donald See 
Stewardship Committee 

Illinois Conference   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Happy Father!s Day June 20th 
to all of the WONDERFUL 

Dad!s out there! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

! And in the end 
it's not the years 
in your life that 
count. It's the 
life in your 
years.# 
       - Abraham Lincoln 
 
 
 

Open Prairie UCC 
25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, IL  61356 

 

 
Church Office: 

25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, Il  61356 

(815)872-5150 
Email: mail@openprairie.org 

Office Open Mon-Thurs 7-11:00 
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org 

 

http://www.openprairie.org/
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