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In This Time

| recently read a very excellent text on
hospitality by Nanette Sawyer.  As she
discusses hospitality with  God, self, family
and friends, neighbors, strangers, enemies,
and all creation, she repeatedly raises two
themes that seem to me to be v ery
pertinent in this time in the life of Open
Prairie, a time of organizing and beginning a
search process. They are themes that bear
repeating.

First, she mentions the importance of
relating from the core of who we are, from
genuine and deep expressions of ourselves.
We canOtconnect with much care or meaning
over time if we are operating only on our
safe, edited surfaces. And second, she
emphasizes the essential task of relying on
strength, wisdom, courage, and giftedness
that are greater that we are . Gently, she
reminds us that it is never only and all about
what we do. In faith we seek to enter the
stream of divine energy, presence, and
possibility. In other words, we are
committed to being real and to remembering
that we are not in this alone.

The Church Council is currently asking for
everyoneQOs suggestions about potential
members for the search committee. Kathy
Lawes, the Associate Conference Minister
of the Prairie Association will be meeting
with the Church Council on June 1. She will
also be leading worship at Open Prairie on
June 14 and will be available after that
service for questions and answers. Much will
be happening here in the next several
months as the committee takes shape and
the profile and process are begun.
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In this time, |  pray that the committee and
the congregation as a whole will engage in
both an honest and deep exploration of who
Open Prairie has been and is becoming and a
vigorous and hopeful partnership with the
SpiritOs leading. Who you are called to be is
a gift. The potential here, lived in

awareness of GodOs gracefilled
accompaniment is precious indeed.

Peace, Martha

June Calendar of Intercessory Prayer
June 1 -staff who run summer programs for kids
June 2 -participants in farmers’ markets

June 3 -those who keep the peace in violent
neighborhoods

June 4 -green activists

June 5 -people responsible for The Closet

June 6 -graduates from Princeton High School and
their families

June 7 -officials charged with addressing our
economic crisis

June 8 -planners of festivals

June 9 -summer travelers

June 10 -those who seek a better life for their
families

June 11 -individuals who have tasted failure

June 12 -people around the globe who have lost homes
June 13 -folks who are separated from their loved ones
June 14 -all who live in fear

June 15 -any whose memories are painful

June 16 -children born to families who can’t care for
them

June 17 -gardeners and farmers

June 18 -folks learning a new language in a new land
June 19 -stroke victims

June 20 -lifeguards

June 21 -those who have to decide about who will
lose jobs

June 22 -“invisible” workers who are rarely thanked
June 23 -grandparents raising grandchildren

June 24 -therapists and counselors

June 25 -members of the UCC across the country
June 26 -victims of dangerous storms

June 27 -leaders who persist with visions for a
peaceful world




June 28 -participants in interfaith groups
June 29 -summer school teachers
June 30 -any who are vulnerable

June 1 7:00pm Church Council

June 2 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

June 3 8:00am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
June 3 6:00pm Prairie Circle

June 4 6:30pm Choir @ Webber's

June 9 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

June 10 8:00am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
June 11 9-5pm Church Office closed
June 11 6:30pm  Choir @ Webber's

June 12 7-5pm Red Cross

June 15 6:00pm CE dinner & meeting
June 16 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

June 17 8:00am  Prayer group @ Autrey’s
June 18 6:30pm  Choir @ Webber's

June 23 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

June 24 8:00am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
June 25 6:30pm  Choir @ Webber's

June 29 7:00pm  Church Council

June 30 10am & 6:30pm EAT groups

Christian Education News

Christian Education hosted Graduation Sunday
on May 31st. Three graduates, Abby Beneke,
Sallee Zearing, and Evan Hale were honored.
Each graduate received a gift from the
congregation along with our best wishes and
best graduation advice. We look forward to
following the progress of these three amazing
young people as they move on to life beyond
high school.

Sunday School vacation begins on the first
Sunday in June. Class will resume on the first
Sunday in July. Watch out for interesting
projects involving the church garden and
recycling.

The next Christian Education meeting will be
held on Monday, June 15th, 6:00 PM at the

church. Supper will be provided by Rev.
Martha and Becky.

Mission News

Greetings from your Mission Team,

Our Coneflower boxes have arrived. Yippee! We
have eight families signed up. Remember, pick up
day is Thursday after five in the Webber driveway.
If it rains the boxes will be in the garage. It is so
nice to have fresh vegetables again. If you decided
a box a week was too much, remember the
Coneflower folks will be at the farmer's market on
Tuesdays and Saturdays at the park near the railway
station. I never can remember its name.

Thank you Ami for volunteering to pick up the
vegetable boxes for the month of June. We really
appreciate it.

We will be taking the summer off for movie night
unless someone would like to take that on. If there
is a film you would like to show at Open Prairie
jump right in and go for it.

The Food Pantry has asked us to donate Macaroni
& Cheese for the month of June. They are also
always happy to receive fresh fruit and vegetables.
Thanks for keeping those donations coming.

Please thank Jana and Joan when you see them
for their heroic effort in carting all those cans off to
metal land. We are most grateful.

Have a great summer!
Peace! Kelly
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Heifer Can Collection News

You may know that the price for aluminum as
dropped. At the current price of 30 cents a
pound, this year it will take 36,630 cans to get
to our $500.00 mark, about twice as many as
last year. | know we can do it , just please




remember, every can counts. A big thank you to
everyone who saves cans for this worthy cause.
Jana

June 2 Tara Jaggers
June 5 Jim Jarvis
June 7 Mary Forristall
June 14 Jim Hughes
June 15 Katie Forristall
June 15 Gary Klingel
June 17 Justin Mapes
June 24 Dee Dennick
June 26 Frank Bouxsein
June 27 Bea Borst
June 29 Tom Beneke

Enough at the Table

There is always room at our writing and study
tables on Tuesday morning and Tuesday evening
for new folks to join. If you haven't been a part of
either Enough At The Table groups but have
thought about it, know you are welcome. The
morning group meets at 10 am and the evening
group at 6:30 pm.

give generously to this important part of our
church’s wider mission.

Church Council News
The next Church Council Meeting will be Monday, June
1, 2009 at 7:00pm.
A copy of the current Council minutes is hanging on the
bulletin board in the Church office.
Highlights from the April 27t Council meeting include:
1 “Green Bags” will be available soon
2. New Memorial Gifts Brochure is complete
3. The Potato Bar was a huge success
4
5

OPUCC Children are keeping a trash tally
Volunteers are needed for the Building Team

Prairie Circle News

The next meeting of Prairie Circle will be
Wednesday, June 3rd, 6:00pm at the
home of Linda Ernst, 419 E. Lincoln.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Stewardship & Finance

Strengthen The Church
Each year at about this time, OPUCC asks for
a special mission offering called ‘Strengthen
the Church’. On a Sunday in June, you will find
a special envelope in the bulletin for this
purpose.

This offering supports the Church at the
Association, Conference, and National levels,
and specifically funds among other projects,
the God is Still Speaking ministry. It helps fund
outreach to those who may be currently un-
churched, as well as new or renewing
churches just like Open Prairie. When you find
the special envelope in your bulletin, please

Health Ministries

Open Prairie Women’s Retreat

Health Ministries sponsored their first Open Prairie
Women’s Retreat on May 1 and May 2 at Grand
Bear Lodge. A total of fifteen women attended the
retreat which began on Friday evening and ended
Saturday at 3pm. Rev. Martha was our leader and
as always provided us with a wonderful program on
taking care of ourselves. The retreat consisted of
discussion time, individual reflection time, fabulous
skits, as well as time for visiting and relaxation .The
group enjoyed Pizza on Friday evening, a
wonderful breakfast on Saturday morning with the
delicious eggs prepared by Janis, and a Taco bar
for lunch. Everyone brought a snack to share so we
definitely weren’t lacking in the food category. The
weather was beautiful on Saturday and there was
time to walk around, enjoy the outdoors and relax.
It is so seldom that we as women take time to do
that as we are often busy taking care of others.
Michell Heider made a wonderful CD of the pictures
that were taken. From the comments | have heard
everyone had wonderful time relaxing, chatting,
growing spiritually and getting to know each a little
better. Thank you to Rev. Martha for providing us
with an excellent retreat.

Peace and Good Health
Mimi

SRS 4
If you have time to jot a note, Dan Kuhnert

would enjoy hearing from you.
Daniel Kuhnert R72534




Dixon Correctional Center2600 N. Brinton Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021

Memorial and Honorary Gifts
Open Prairie is starting a new program in which
donations may be given to the church in honor or
memory of a loved one, special event, or occasion.
Donation ideas could include:
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The donations can be dedicated to certain
programs or to the general budget. Brochures
outlining the program as well as forms to submit
names are available in church office. All donations
will be recorded in a memorial book and will be
listed in the monthly newsletter. A “Wish List” of
church needs will be listed in the newsletter each
month and the gifts may be dedicated to those
items.
Current Wish List

Cork strip for Sunday School room

Storage shelves in storeroom

Kitchen island

Trays for dishwasher

New computer for church office

May Memorial Gifts
Given by Rex and Ami Chamberlain
In Memory of Pat Hollingsworth
Mother of Ami Chamberlain (CE Fund)
In Honor of Eve Chamberlain
Mother of Rex Chamberlain (CE Fund)

A Note From Brian

Hello,

Just giving you all an update on my adventures
in Yosemite. It is such a wonderful place to
call home, sometimes | have to pinch myself
just to make sure it is real. My job so far has
consisted of a lot of hiking and maintaining
trails. Our work has been done around the
Hetch Hetchy area. | have also learned a great
deal about the dam at Hetch Hetchy and its
impact on the environment and conservation in
the area. This past weekend we had a Flora
and Fauna class and got to see Sequoias in
the Tuolumne Grove. Have yet to see a bear,
but many deer, rattlesnakes, marmots,
butterflies, a Golden Eagle and many birds.
The rivers and waterfalls are rushing with snow
runoff, it is very cold, but feels good after a
long day of work.

On our weekends we have ventured to many
places. Vernon Lake, Rancheria Falls,
LaConte Point and Half Dome, to name a few.
| was able to help put up the cables that help
lead tourists to the top of Half Dome. It has
been my favorite view so far. This morning we
hiked to the top beginning at 3am. We made it
to the top just as the sun was rising over the
mountains. It was a spectacle to see the sun
slowly reach its rays out to light up the
surrounding terrain.

| hope all is well there and | wish you all the
best. This week we head to our next camp site
at Lake Eleanor. | will try to keep you updated
on my work and experience in the mountains
on this physical and mental journey.

Brian

If you would like to send Brian a note his address is:
Brian Taylor

Fickler Camp

P.O. Box 515

Yosemite, CA 95389




Open Prairie UCC
25 E. Marion Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Church Office:

25 E. Marion Street

Princeton, Il 61356

(815)872-5150

Email: mail@openprairie.org

Office Open Tue. /Thu. 9:00 — 5:00 pm
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org



