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The next Church Council Meeting will be 

Monday, July 26 at 7:00pm. 
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3  7-11am  Community Coffee 
    @ Sheffield UCC 
 
4    Independence Day! 
 
5  6:00pm  Search Committee  
     
7 8:00am  Prayer Group 

6:00pm  Prairie Circle at 
    !"##$%&'()*#+,  

6:30pm  Choir $-%.(//(0+,  
 
8    Martha at Orchard  
    View 
11    1$0-'$+,%2$,-%!$3 
 
12 6:00pm  Search Committee 
 
14 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  &'"*0%$-%.(//(0+,  
     
19 6:00pm  Search Committee  
 
21 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  &'"*0%$-%.(//(0+,   
 
25 10:30am  Worship  

  
26 6:00pm  Search Committee 

7:00pm  Church Council 
 
28 8:00am  Prayer Group 
 6:30pm  &'"*0%$-%.(//(0+s 
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There is always room at our writing 

and study tables on Tuesday 
mornings4%%56%3"7%'$8(#+-%/((#%$%

part of the Enough At The Table  
groups but have thought about it, 

know you are welcome.  The 
morning group meets at 10 am. 
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July 1 9 refugees who have left their 
countries of origin 
July 2 9 anyone bringing home a baby 
July 3 9 new retirees 
July 4 9 recently naturalized citizens 
July 5 9 those looking for jobs after 
completing degrees or other training 
July 6 9 construction people breaking 
ground for a building 
July 7 9 people living with a fresh grief 
July 8 9 anyone about to leave on or 
return from vacation 
July 9 9 scientists on the edge of 
discovery and successful 
experimentation 
July 10 9 writers completing a paper or 
a manuscript 
July 11 9 we who celebrate two years 
and a few weeks of ministry together at 
Open Prairie UCC 
July 12 9 children going to camp for the 
first time 
July 13 9 Habitat families moving into 
their homes 
July 14 9 anyone who is new in the 
neighborhood 
July 15 9 :$0(#-,%$#-*;*:$-*#<%$#%=(>:-3%
#(,-?  
July 16 9 summer brides and grooms 
July 17 9 movers responsible for getting 
"-'(0%:(":)(+,%-'*#<,%,$6()3%60">%"#(%
community to another 
July 18 9 elders who struggle with their 
aging 

July 19 9 business owners closing a 
store or factory and their employees 
July 20 9 committees and candidates in 
the search and call process 
July 21 9 persons celebrating significant 
anniversaries this month 
July 22 9 someone who has passed an 
important test 
July 23 9 patients who have just heard 
their cancer is in remission 
July 24 9 species nearly extinct 
July 25 9 any whose lives have been 
altered by violence 
July 26 9 children who have lost their 
first tooth 
July 27 9 dreamers birthing new ideas 
July 28 9 creators of new products 
July 29 9 children and adults who have 
just learned to read and their teachers 
July 30 9 people at the beginning or the 
end of their formal medical training 
July 31 9 young people who will soon be 
first year students at college 
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When:   Saturday July 3, 2010 
 

Where:   UCC Parish Hall 
(sheffield) 

 
Time:   7:00am-10:00am 

 
Featuring their Famous Fresh 

Bakes Cinnamon Rolls! 
!
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JULY FOOD BANK : 
 

 
 
 

Peanut Butter  
& 

Jelly  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You for a ll of the Donations!  
 
A local Princeton family would appreciate any 
help or donations after a flood in the basement 
of their home left over 2 feet of sewer-water.  
Their children lost everything as their rooms 
were in the basement, so they are the primary 
focus. 
 
*Kids have no beds 9 been sleeping on the 
floor for a week. 
 
*Would like blow-up beds (or donated beds) 
including bedding, pillows, etcetera. 
 
@2",-%$))%;'*)A0(#+,%;)"-'*#<%$#A%/()"#<*#<,4 
 

!"  #$%&'()*+, -./),0,1$2(3,
4,3'5) ,
067,8*$,
-./),9,%2:)*;)$* ,
-./ ),3<$==,3'.*(3,

 
>" #$%&'()*+, -./),9,1$2(3,

8 !  shoe  
36D bra 
Size 5 underwear  
Size small shirts  

 
0" -52+, , -./),0? @0>,1$2(3,

-./),=$*&),.2,$('=)(.A,1$2(3,
-./),!>,3'5) ,
-./),=$*&),3'.*(3B(@3'.*(3,
C):.%<BD$*&),85E)*3,

 
@@B*0),+%,-0$*<'-(#(0,C%;70)*#<%*0"#,C%$#A%"-'(0%
hair products etcetera were also lost in the 
flood. 
 
*Items can be brought to the church on Sunday 
or during office hours, and there is also a sign-
up sheet in the office.   
 

Your help is always appreciated!  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Guess what?   5-+,%#"-%-""%($0)3%-"%,-$0-%
making plans for Krist Kindl Markt (KKM) 2010, 
to be held in November.  The core KKM 2010 
committee has already met and started  
planning for an even bigger and better event 
than was held in 2009.  Changes include 
expanding the lunch menu, eliminating the 
=D)>",-%E(F?%,'":%$#A%-'(%;0$6-%/""-'C%"66(0*#<%
more imported German ornaments, and 
recruiting more vendors. 
 
 
!"#$"%&''"$()*%+,-.%&'%"/"$012()* G
cookies, gingerbread houses, assorted 
German sweets and Christmas items, and 
entertainment.  That means Open Prairie will 
have to come out in full force!  Let me know 
what you would like to help with, and we can 
get an early start on preparations. 
 
 
WE WILL NEED:   
EntertainersG singers, brass ensemble, Father 
Christmas 
Cake and cookie bakers 
Pretzel bakers 
People to cook brats, franks, or make soup 
People to decorate the churchG string lights, 
etc.  
People to help decorate the tent 
People to help assemble gingerbread houses 
People to sell items, serve food, supervise 
;'*)A0(#+,%$;-*8*-*(, 
People who can help make ornaments and 
advent wreaths 
People to help recruit vendors 
People to clean up after the event 
 
 
Start thinking snow, twinkling lights, 
!"#$%&'()*+!)$),--*).$  
 
Sarah Criner  
sarahcriner@verizon.net  
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**Bonfire**  

 
More than 25 folks turned out for the 2nd Annual 
OPUCC bonfire which was sponsored by the CE 
Team and hosted by Rich and Kathy Hornbaker. 
Conversation, laughter, and the scent of roasting 

hotdogs were accompanied by a crackling campfire 
that warmed the beautiful spring evening. As 

darkness approached and all had their fill of hotdogs 
and S'mores, Rich lit a towering bonfire that roared 

into the evening sky. Many thanks to Rich and 
Kathy for their hospitality, and to Martha for gifting 

us with a "new tradition". 

 



Health Ministries  News 
 

Listening to your Heart  
 
Your heart is more than your body's most 
important organ! it's also the essence of your 
spiritual and emotional being. Find out why 
listening to your heart is much more valuable 
than always making decisions with just your 
head. 
 

"A good heart is better than all the heads in the 
world." 
!  Robert Bulwer-Lytton 
 
While the mind is the content of who you are, 
your heart is your essence. It is the core, the 
essence of your being, a reservoir of joy, 
powerful love and infinite compassion that lies 
within you. 
 
When you honor the wisdom in your heart, 
then you act from this core of your being. You 
experience it in those moments when your 
needs and worries quietly dissolve and 
confusion or pain no longer dominates. Tears 
may spontaneously arise and there is a 
sensation of great warmth and peace. It is the 
letting-go of fear and the need to control. Try 
the meditation below to get more deeply in 
touch with this loving center of your being. 
 
Opening Heart Meditation  
Settle your body in an upright and seated 
posture. Bring your focus to the natural flow of 
your breath as it enters and leaves your body. 
Just watch your breath as your mind settles. 
 
Now bring your attention to the heart space in 
the center of your chest. And just breathe in 
and out of this space. As you do so, with each 
in-breathe feel your heart gently opening and 
softening; with each out-breathe release any 
tension or resistance. 
 
As you do this, silently repeat, "My heart is 
opening and softening." You may experience 
great joy or even sadness. Let the feelings 
come and go, while you just keep breathing 

into your heart space. 
 
Stay here as long as you wish. When you are 
ready, take a deep breath and let it go. Gently 
open your eyes and take the peace of your 
heart with you through your day.  
 
"#$%&'()*&&+,-&'.,$'/*.0*1  
Mimi 
!
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The Princeton Community Band, 
Festival 56, BC Historical Society 
Museum a nd Princeton Chamber  are 
partnering to plan a fun, family afternoon 
in downtown Princeton.  Activities will be 
held at Soldiers & Sailors Park on the 
fourth of July, prior to the Jaycees 
fireworks. 
  
Here's what's planned so far... 
 
 2:00 pm  - Festival 56 production of 
H'$I(,:($0(+,% !"#$%&'!()"*+%&'!"&, 
 

6:00 p         6:00 pm  - Princeton Community Band 
Performance and Bureau County 
Historical Society Museum Historic 
Presentations (between band 
performances) 
 
9:00 pm (Dusk)  - J$3;((+,%K*0(F"0I,%$-%
Zearing Park 
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Summer Office Hours:  
 

June 14 -July  29  
 

Monday -Thursday  
7:00am-9:00am 

AND 
3:00pm -5:00pm  

 

 
 
 

SEARCH TEAM 
The Search Team has moved into the most 

exciting stage of the search process, actually 
speaking with pastoral candidates and 

looking at their sermons. As of June 14, 
we've received and reviewed 43 profiles. We 
have had phone interviews with 14 different 
candidates (there may be additional phone 
interviews) and are looking at DVDs and 

listening to CDs of sermons from candidates 
with whom we wish to move forward.  

 
This is the time where we as a team try to 
envision how a candidate might fit with 
OPUCC and with our "ideal" pastor as 

outlined in our church profile. It is also the 
scary part of the search process because, as 
one of the team members pointed out, we as 
a team realize that our decision will affect 
OPUCC at a critical point in our history, as 
we move forward as an established church 
and, we hope and pray, as we mature and 
grow as a congregation. Therefore, we are 
not looking for a candidate who simply is 
preferable to the other candidates we've 

considered; we are looking for THE right 
candidate for Open Prairie. For that reason, 

we will continue to receive and review 
profiles from the Illinois Association as we 
interview, in case a later profile proves to be 
someone of merit. That said, we are finding 
that the discernment process is becoming 

easier as we develop our interviewing skills 
and are better able to pinpoint strong points 
and weaknesses in candidate profiles. The 

next stage in the search process will be face-
to-face interviews with a select few 

candidates that we feel most certain about. 
 

The Search Team appreciates all your 
support and prayer, as well as your patience 
and understanding in this lengthy but vital 

process. 
 

With our thanks, 
Ron McCutchan (recording secretary) 

Molly Blogg (corresponding secretary), 
Mimi Cofoid (chair), Sarah Cooper, Paul 

Ernst, Carol Kuhnert, Barb Ollila 
 
 
 
 

!"##$%&'"(%)*+,*,"-%
%%
%./0"%1"2,1"1%3$%4,(1%+%5$6%,(%7+(2$80"*%+43"*%
9:%;9"*,<$*'=%="*0,2"%,=%1$("%,(%
>"'3"96"*?%%.%*"+##:%#,@"%,3%A"*"%+(1%./0"%B$3%
6"33"*%"9'#$:9"(3%$''$*38(,3,"=%,(%3A,=%
2$998(,3:%3A+(%6+2@%,(%.##,($,=?%%C:%("D%
+11*"==%,=%EFF%>G%HIH=3%;0"?%;'3?%HEJ-%
7+(2$80"*-%K;%LMEMJ?%%!+0"%+%48(%+(1%=+4"%
=899"*-%"0"*:$("N%%%
%
O$3=%$4%#$0"-%%
%
P,@@,%Q*$9'A+*13%

!
 
 
 



!"#$%&'()*(*$&+,,&-).&($/$*0$1&
/!0123!+2!4+55671+7!38/9:!28+5!
$1;0815!<+708=0/31+7/;!<>684>!

-<<!17!,/?!$/8?@!$14368=A!1:!
B/8/>!<817=8!+2!,C=7!$8/181=!

8=4=1D170!3>=!38/9:!28+5!
E+94=;17!F+G;=8H!4>/18!+2!

'*23(*45.&1$)/6%.78 !

!

!!"#$%&&#'(#)*+#),#+-(#),,%.(#)/#01#

-)/(10))/#,2)0#3)/451#6*/(#78+- 9

6*&1#:+-;;;!! #

!

"#$$%!F,-()"!,F!E-I%. !

!

!

!"#$%&'(&)*%&)*'+,&-')*&
!"#$%"&'($%#$()"&*%"'(+,($%"(
'-./( 0(#,1('+,2'($%"($.,"'(

3+$%-.$(
$%"(3-&1'(

0(#,1(
,"4"&(

'$-)'(#$(
.//01(

056+/7(8+*9+,'-, !

!
!

 
33+4$124#5%645t Day is Sunday July 11 th** 

WE WILL MISS YOU and THANK YOU 
for EVERYTHING!  

 
 
 

Open Prairie UCC  
25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, IL  61356 

 

!
Church Office: 

25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, Il  61356 

(815)872-5150 
Email: mail@openprairie.org 

Office Open Mon-Thurs 7-9 and3-5 
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org 

 

mailto:mail@openprairie.org
http://www.openprairie.org/

