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Blessing
The new year is still young when you receive

this newsletter.  Students and teachers
have returned to school. Your search
committee is about to release the
congregational profile and begin to review
candidatesO profiles. Even with freezing
temperatures, some of you are probably
dreaming of gardens, fresh corn, home
canned tomatoes, and the sweetness of the
first strawberries. You may even be sticking
to determined resolutions you made a few
weeks back. In this context, | share with
you John OODonohueOs beautiful words of
blessing for the new year. Read and savor
them with an unhurried spirit.

On the day when
The weight deadens
On your shoulders
And you stumble,
May the clay dance
To balance you.

And when your eyes
Freeze behind

The gray window

And the ghost of loss
Gets into you,

May a flock of colors,
Indigo, red, green
And azure blue,

Come to awaken in you
A meadow of delight.

When the canvas frays

In the curragh of thought

And a stain of ocean

Blackens beneath you,

May there come across the waters
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A path of yellow moonlight
To bring you safely home.

May the nourishment of the earth be
yours,

May the clarity of light be yours,
May the fluency of ocean be yours,
May the protection of the ancestors
be yours.

And so may a slow
Wind work these words
Of love around you,

An invisible cloak

To mind your life.

DTS

Thank You

Thank you very much for the kind Christmas
gift! It has been a pleasure working at Open
Prairie and I will miss you. Best wishes to you in
2010 and good luck on the Pastor search. Ami
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Princeton Coffee House
Saturday, January 23, 7:30 pm
The January program will feature
The Floorbirds.

Saturday, February 27, 7:30 pm
The February program will feature
Charlie Parr.

Get all the details at:
www.theprincetoncoffeehouse.com
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Our calendar of prayer for January 2010 includes Our calendar of prayer for February 2010
the following concerns in the midst of newness: remembers many life journeys marked with illness
and injury:

January Dall who are afraid of new beginnings
January Pany who give others a second chance

Janu_ar_y S)those who always have eyes for new FebruaryRthose living with chronic illness
possibilities

. : Februarypatients for whom there are no additional
January B®gardeners making plans and ordering seedst t t 6
for green days ahead reatment opns
January BESL teachers and literacy coaches with the FebruaryMnospital volunteers
Y y FebruaryMfamilies whose children are struggling witt
fresh gift of language

January Btravelers and explorers who grow and cancer
< P J FebruaryManyone around the globe who is far away
change in new lands

January Dinventors from a medical facility

January Bpeople who encourage othersO creative FebruarylSTsurgicaI teams
expresgionp P g FebruaryNshome health workers

January Binfants ancbyng children FebruaryMthose who agavaiting geresults

A L . L February N¥lorists who craft get well bouquets
January 1bindividuals needing different job skills in a February Kpeople who are wrestling with difficult

FebruaryNlambulance and EMT staff

changing market s
January 1anyone who is struggling with a new piece cﬁealth care decisions
informeﬁion y 9giing P ebruary Nxhe staffs of Ronald McDonald houses

February f8anyone who organizes a special fundrais
to bendfresearch or patient services

February Npeople who donate their hair to Locks of
Love

February5N those who sit with the dying
Februarg&\all the housekeeping and maintenance
staffs in hospitals and clinics

February Nprayer chains anywhere in tHd wo
Februarg8\ each and every person who sits up with
loved one through a long night

February Mpatients whose treatments were not
successful

February #0medical staff who figure out how to spen
adequate time with anxious or questioning patients a
families

February Klpeople struggling with diabetes
February &2any who have been shunned or judged
because of their illness

February #8those who live with mental illness and
those who treat them

February Niresearchers who are working hard on ne
drug prtocols

February #ghealers who rely on a variety of ancient
traditions of treatment

February ®6ordinary people who have saved a life wi
CPR

ebruary Rvpublic health workers everywhere
ebruar@@\those who are injured in the service of th
country

January Rpersons who welcome all sorts of untried
experiences

January R8those who do not matkanges with ease
January Mnew friends

January Tedreamers of brand new dreams

January Mbrave souls who suggest innovative
approaches to old problems

January Neach and every one who can improvise
when necessary

January Mthose whose lives are stigngav as they

are told of a diagnosis

January T9the newly widowed

January X0first time parents

January RAfriends, neighbors, family, or strangers who
have just made a move

January Renewlyweds

January R8people with their first driverOs license
Januarg4 patients who have recently experienced an
amputation

January Fpany who are starting their first job

January Mrenovators making old spaces shine again
January Nresidents newly released from prison
January Z8people who didnOt take first place in
whatever competition they entered

January X@adoptees and birth parents who have found
one another

January 30those who have received an unexpected gi{
January Hthe young, the old, and those in between
working hard to complete a project
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Prairie Circle News Jan 2 Lori Moore
Jan 5 Brooke Fisher
The next meeting of Prairie Circle will be on Jan 10 Bill Beneke
Wednesday, February 3, at 6:00 PM at the Jan 11 Terri Zearing
home of Donna Chelin B 664 East Central. Jan 14 Lilith Gray

Jan 16 Sarah Criner
Jan 19 Bill Ollila
Jan 24 Peggy Hackley

Please bring food to share.

Jan 24 Margaret Autrey
Jan 28 Rich Hornbaker
Jan 29 Tony McCombs

FOOD PANTRY
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FOR JANUARY @D Je
; Feb 5 Becky Sapp
Spag hett| Feb 12 June Harmon
Feb 12 Maggie Beneke
Sau ce Feb 14 Karyn Stark

Feb 21 Prudence Yagmin
Feb 21 Barb Madsen

Feb 23 Susan Hale

Feb 23 Susan Feigenbaum

FOOD PANTRY Feb 23 Michael Zearing

FOR FEBRUARY Feb 23 Douglas Land
Feb 29 Carol Kuhnert
Soup &
Crackers SAVE THE DATE!
The 2010 Potato Bar has been scheduled for
Sunday, April 18", Mark your calendars now!
ADDRESS UPDATES: | THANK YOU!
A big thank you to Ron McCutchan, the
Justin Mapes members of the worship team, and everyone

who contributed to our unique international

1683 Rockwew Rd., Apt. 2 creche during the Advent and Christmas
Dixon, IL 61021 season.

Janis Land & Suzie Stalter

611 Doublejack St., Apt. C
Bourbonnais, IL 60914 Keeping in our prayers, Russ & Molly Blogg at

the sudden death of RussOs grandfather on
January 13",




Health Ministries
Speak Up2

Everyone has a role in making health care safe,
including you as the patient. How can you do
this? You can do this by being active, involved
and informed. Speak Up? encourages you the
patient to:

Speak up if you have questions or concerns. If
you still donOt understand, ask again. ItOs your
body and you have a right to know.

Pay attention to the care you get. Always make
sure youOre getting the right treatments and
medicines by the right health care professionals.
DonOt assume anything. Don®e afraid to
remind your caregivers to wash their hands
before taking care of you, this includes your
physician.

Educate yourself about your illness. Learn about
the medical tests you get, and your treatment
plan. Make sure you understand any papers you
are signing.

Ask a trusted family member or friend to be your
advocate (advisor or supporter). They can ask
guestions you may not think about and can help
you remember what your health care provider
has told you.

Know what medicines you take and why you take
them. Medicine errors are the most common
health care mistakes. Make sure the person
giving you medications checks your wristband
before giving you any medications. If you have
questions or are concerned you are getting the
wrong medication speak up.

Use a hospital, clinic, surgery center, or other
type of health care organization that has been
carefully checked out.

Participate in all decisions about your treatment.
You are the center of the health care team.

Remember, speak up, it is your rig ht and your
responsibility.

The Health Ministries team wishes each of you a

healthy 2010.  -Mimi
Resource: The Joint Commission

Events Calendar

JAN
12 10:00 am EAT Group
13 7:00 am Red Cross at Church
8:00 am Prayer Group @ AutreyOs
4:30 pm Personnel Committee
14  6:30 pm Choir @ WebberOs
19 10:00 am EAT Group
20 8:00 am Prayer Group @ AutreyOs
21 6:30 pm Choir @ Webbers
23  7:30 pm Princeton Coffee House
25  7:00 pm Church Council
26 10:00 am EAT Group
27 8:00 am Prayer Group @ AutreyOs
28 6:30 pm Choir @ Webbers
Noon Church Women United Annual
Meeting at Open Prairie

FEB
2 10:00 am EAT Group
3 8:00 am Prayer Group at AutreyOs
6:00 pm Prairie Circle
4  6:30 pm Choir at WebberOs
9 10:00 am EAT Group
10 8:00 am Prayer Group at AutreyOs
11  6:30 pm Choir at WebberOs
16 10:00 am EAT Group
17 8:00 am Prayer Group at AutreyOs
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
18  6:30 pm Choir at WebberOs
19 Gateway Benefit (Private)
20 7:30 pm Gateway Benefit
21  3:00 pm Gateway Benefit
22  7:00 pm Church Council
23 10:00 am EAT Group
24 8:00 am Prayer Group at AutreyOs
25  6:30 pm Choir at WebberOs
27  7:30 pm Princeton Coffee House

Ash Wednesday

This year Ash Wednesday, the first day of
Lent, falls on Wednesday, February 17. We
will be having a service that evening at

7:00 p.m. Mark your calendars. Service
details will follow in upcoming Sunday bulletins
and congregational e mails.




Search Committee Update
After a break for the holidays, the search
committee met again on the 10", We are in
the process of finalizing our church profile and
expect to finish up with that step within the next
couple of weeks. From there we begin the
next phase of waiting to receive the profiles of
prospective pastors and preparing ourselves
for the interview process. Please continue to
keep us in your prayers as it is still likely to be
a long road ahead.

Molly Blogg
Member, Search Committee

Good News From Dan Kuhnert

Dan has received all of his good time earned at
the Dixon correctional facility. He is now
scheduled to be released on May 20, 2010.
We look forward to welcoming him home.

If you have time,
Dan would enjoy hearing from you:
Daniel Kuhnert R72534
Dixon Correctional Center
2600 N. Brinton Ave. Dixon, IL 61021

EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI
A request has come to all local places of
ministry in the United Church of Christ to
support the Haiti earthquake relief effort in any
way we can. Our gifts will be added to the One
Great Hour of Sharing monies that have
already been designated for Haiti.

We will begin to collect special gifts at Open
Prairie this Sunday. If you make a gift by
check, write it out to Wider Church Ministries
and put on the notation line, "OGHS-Haiti
Earthquake Relief." Our support for Haiti
earthquake relief will continue in prayer and
concrete gifts for several weeks. If you will not
be in worship in coming weeks and would like
to contribute online, you can do that through

WWW.UCC.0rg.

Gateway CafZ

Songs That Inspire Us
at Open Prairie UCC

Live music from local performers
to benefit PrincetonOs Gateway
Services

Saturday, February 20
7:30 p.m.

Sunday February 21
3:00 p.m.

$10.00 / ticket
Refreshments Available

Performers to include:
Karen Glover
Angie Hughes
Pam Kaufman
Phil Kaufman

Ron McCutchan
Shelley Gorenz
David Gorenz
Bill Nelson
Dorothy Nelson
Adam Webber
Kelly Autrey-Webber
Sheila Johnson, piano

Sponsored by the OPUCC Mission Team

Church Council News
The next Church Council Meeting will be
January 25™ at 7:00 pm. A copy of the current
Council minutes is hanging on the bulletin
board in the Church office.
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CHURCH OFFICE NEWS

As a retirement gift for our beloved Ami, Sarah
Criner spearheaded the collection of old
costume jewelry, buttons, and miscellaneous
sparkling items. For those of you who werenOt
at the Kristkindle Markt to see them for
yourselves B Ami has a hobby of transforming
picture frames into beautiful works of art! A
big thank you to everyone who found treasures
to donate and to Sarah for organizing it all!
WeQd like to share the poem written by Sarah
to accompany our gift:

From Open Prairie now you have retired.
More time for new ventures
must be your desire.
Well, weOre going to miss you;
of that we are sure.
WeOll miss your ideas and capable hands.
WeOll miss the patience
with which youOd endure
All of our problems and all our demands.
You made our church office look
cheery and bright.
You always seemed to do everything right!
The computer, the printer, the multi-line phone
DidnOt seem to faze you.
Now we wish you had a clone.
Before you retired from Open Prairie,
We thought of a gift through which
you could carry
A bit of the love we all feel for you.
A gift to nurture your creativity, too.
We came up with an unusual plan.
We did something unconventional,
as only we can.
We thought of a gift that would
dazzle and shine
And also keep you busy for quite a long time.
According to plan, we went through drawers
and closets, And then found some boxes
in which to deposit our old beads and our old
strings of pearls.
We pawed through our old jewelry
like little girls. Next we searched for buttons
of every color and size. We found some
with Ojewels@ dazzle the eyes.
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So, WHY, one may ask,

would we give you these things?

Old baubles and buttons?

Cast-off charms and rings?

Old necklaces that are now broken strings?

BecauseEwe hope that one of your aims

Is to create more designer picture frames.
Old frames made new again in silver & gold,
Frames that now look new & no longer old.
Frames that hold memoriesN
a loved oneOs face.
Old frames with new life,
thanks to your grace.

So, Ami,

accept this gift which we offer with love;

And create more of the frames that

Princeton canOt get enough of.

Resumes have started to arrive at the office!
The deadline for applications is Friday, January
22. The Personnel Committee will keep you
posted as the church administrator search
progresses. Marcie Jaggers is working in the
office on Tuesdays and Thursdays through the
end of February.

Open Prairie UCC
25 E. Marion Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Church Office:

25 E. Marion Street
Princeton, Il 61356
(815)872-5150
Email: mail@openprairie.org
Office Open Tuesday & Thursday, 8-4
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org



