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  In The Weeks Ahead 
 
We have made our way, often over lots of ice 
and snow, through the measured pace of 
Advent and the burst of light that is Christmas 
presence.  During the months of January and 
February, we will be in the church season of 
Epiphany.  This is a season of pilgrimage when 
we celebrate the arrival of the wise ones from 
the East, the baptism of Jesus, the calling of 
the first disciples, and varied potential for 
healing and wholeness as related in the gospel 
of Mark.  A few projects will be underway at 
Open Prairie; perhaps you will be able to help 
with one of them.  We are planning regular 
offerings for the PADS shelter and the food 
pantry.  Their needs are overwhelming this 
year.  Continued strengthening of several of 
our ministry teams will be a priority in this time 
too.  We hope to get shelves built in the 
storage area as well. 
 
On the church calendar these Epiphany weeks 
between Christmas and Lent are designated as 
Ordinary Time.  One of the rock bottom 
spiritual tasks in all our lives is to recognize the 
movement and the invitation of the divine on 
the most ordinary days among the most 
ordinary people.  Those days and those people 
include all of us.  Your presence matters.  Your 
stories are important.  The questions you ask 
may be just the ones most important for us to 
hear together.  Your wonder may change us 
all.  We need you in the journey ahead.  
Welcome!   
Martha  
 
Thank You 
 
Thank you to anyone and everyone who 
brought a gift for the PADS shelter or for 
Gateway, contributed a candle to the 
Christmas Eve service or lit the Advent 
wreath, shoveled snow, made music, served 
as a reader, told a story, donated cans for 
Cow Now, sent a card, took time for a visit, 
drove someone else to church, decorated, 

worked on a banner, was a part of healing 
energy, made daily use of the children’s 
Advent bags, set out food, designed the 
Christmas Eve service, watched the  
movie Miracle at Moreaux , offered a prayer, 
or otherwise entered into the rhythm of deep 
peace of our Advent/Christmas worship.  
These seasons in our shared life were rich 
and full.  Thank you for being a part of them. 
 
 Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
 Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
 Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 

Deep peace of the watching shepherds 
to you, 

 Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. 
 
 
 
 

 

JANUARY  
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Jan. 8     6:30 pm   Choir @ WebberÕs  
Jan.  11     3:00 pm Youth Group ~ OPUCC      
Jan.  13    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Jan.  14    8:00 am Prayer group @ AutreyÕs 
Jan.  14    7:00 am Church reserved Ð Red Cross 
Jan.  14    5:00 pm Mission Team meeting 
Jan.  15    9:00 am Church office closed 
Jan.  15    6:30 pm   Choir @ WebberÕs 
Jan.  18    6:30 pm Mission Movie Night 
Jan.  20    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups 
Jan.  21    8:00 am    Prayer group @ AutreyÕs  
Jan.  22    6:30 pm  Choir @ WebberÕs 
Jan.  24    7:30 pm Princeton Coffeehouse 
Jan.  25    noon Health Ministries mtg. 
Jan.  26    7:00 pm   Church Council 



Jan.  27    10am & 6:30 pm  EAT groups  
Jan.  28    8:00 am    Prayer group @ AutreyÕs 
Jan.  29    6:30 pm Choir @ WebberÕs   

  !  HAPPY January BIRTHDAY !  
Jan.    2 Lori Moore 
Jan.    5 Brooke Fisher 
Jan.   10 Bill Beneke  
Jan.   11 Terri Zearing 
Jan.   12 Katie Mapes 
Jan.   16 Sarah Criner 
Jan.   19 Bill Ollila 
Jan.   24 Margaret Autrey 
Jan.   24 Ami Chamberlain 
Jan.   24 Peggy Hackley 
Jan.   28 Rich Hornbaker 
Jan.   29 Tony McCombs 
 
 

Church Council News 
 

The next Church Council Meeting will be 
Monday, January 26, 2009 at 7:00pm. 

 

 
Health Ministries   
Frostbite and Hypothermia 
The holidays may be over but the winter weather is 
still here and by all predictions there is plenty more 
cold weather to come. Below are some signs and 
symptoms for detecting frostbite and hypothermia. 
Dress Properly 
Wear several layers of loose-fitting clothing to 
insulate your body by trapping warm, dry air inside. 
Loosely woven cotton and wool clothes best trap air 
and resist dampness. 
The head and neck lose heat faster than any other 
part of the body. Your cheeks, ears and nose are 
the most prone to frostbite. Wear a hat, scarf and 
turtleneck sweater to protect these areas. 
Frostbite is a severe reaction to cold exposure of 
the skin that can permanently damage fingers, 
toes, the nose and earlobes. Symptoms include 
numbness and a white or pale appearance to the 
skin. When symptoms are apparent you should 
seek medical attention immediately. If medical help 
is not immediately available you should slowly 
warm the affected areas. Do not use hot water or 
massage the affected area 
Hypothermia which is another name for low body 
temperature is a condition brought on when the 
body temperature drops to less than 95 degrees F, 

which can be life threatening. Symptoms include 
slow or slurred speech, incoherence, memory loss, 
disorientation, uncontrollable shivering, drowsiness, 
repeated stumbling, and apparent exhaustion. If 
you detect these symptoms the body temperature 
should be taken. If it is below 95 degrees F. seek 
immediate medical attention. If medical help is not 
immediately available, begin warming the person 
slowly. Get the person into dry clothing, and wrap 
them in a blanket covering the head and neck. Do 
not give them alcohol, drugs, coffee, or any hot 
beverage. Warm broth is better. Do not warm 
extremities ( arms and legs ) first. This drives the 
cold blood to the heart which can result in heart 
failure. Handle the person gently. 
The best way to avoid frost bite or hypothermia is to 
stay out of the cold. Stay indoors, read a book, 
watch TV, or some other indoor activity  and wait 
out the extremely cold weather. 
 
 
 

Prairie Circle News 
The next meeting of Prairie Circle will 
be Wednesday, Jan. 7, 6:00pm at the 
home of Linda Ernst, 419 E. Lincoln. 
Please bring a covered dish to share. 
 
 

 
If you have time to jot a note, Dan Kuhnert 

would enjoy hearing from you. 
Daniel Kuhnert R72534 

Dixon Correctional Center 
2600 N. Brinton Ave. 

Dixon, IL  61021 

 
 

 

Mission News 
Greetings from your Mission Team, 
Thank you, thank you to everybody who helped 
with this year's Giving Tree.  You were all so 
efficient and on the ball we didn't have to make  



one phone call to remind folks to get their gift to the 
church on time.   Yippee!   Dad and I delivered all 
the gifts to Gateway well before  
Christmas which made Gateway very happy. 
Last month we delivered our first load of things to 
the PADS shelter.  Thanks to all of you who have 
been bringing items for the shelter.   
Please keep it up.  We would like to continue to 
support them during the winter months.  The need 
is very great this year. Our local food pantry also is 
seeing many more people who need help this year.  
This month the food pantry has requested 
Spaghetti Sauce for  
the month of January.  Please continue to give and 
if you see Margaret or Hal Autrey tell them thanks 
for carting all the food to the Pantry  
every week. Bravo to Jana for raising enough 
money through the collection of aluminum cans to 
buy our Christmas cow through Heifer International. 
Thank you Jana for all your hard work.  The cow 
suit was awesome! 
The Mission Team will be showing the film 
"Baracka"  on Sunday, Jan. 18th at 6:30.    It is a bit 
different from the films we have shown  
in the past.  It is described as a mesmerizing visual 
study taking as its subject the relationship between 
humans and their environment.  The images 
gathered from 24 countries range from the daily 
devotions of  
Tibetan monks to whirling dervishes to time lapse 
views of the Hong Kong skyline.  Diverse world 
music accompanies the visuals.  Please  
join us to celebrate the beauty of our world and the 
delight of hot buttered popcorn. 
Valentines Day is just around the corner and what 
better way to tell that special someone how you feel 
than a delicious chocolate frog or  
wolf's head.  There is also yummy fair trade 
chocolate in more conventional shapes as well as 
coffee and tea. 
 
Peace, 
Kelly 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY FOR JANUARY: 

Spaghetti Sauce 

 

 
 
 
 

   
Enough at the Table  
There is always room at our writing and study 
tables on Tuesday morning and Tuesday evening 
for new folks to join.  If you havenÕt been a part of 
either Enough At The Table groups but have 
thought about it, know you are welcome.  The 
morning group meets at 10 am and the evening 
group at 6:30 pm. 

 
 
 

January Calendar of Prayer 
Our intercessory prayer takes this daily focus: 

1. any who dread the new year 
2. librarians 
3. our neighbors at Horizon House 
4. peace makers 
5. long distance truckers 
6. those who ask questions about something new 
7. dreamers 
8. all who suffer from a sense of being 

different 
9. people who find themselves newly on the street 
10. people who canÕt remember living with a 

steady roof overhead 
11. the staff of the PADS shelter 
12. people beginning to make plans for summer 

mission trips 
13. any who have been badly scared 
14. overnight cleaning staff 
15. the continuation of the work and vision of 

Martin Luther King 
16. the deeply fatigued 
17. people struggling in unhealthy relationships 
18. any who will not give up 
19. sick children 
20. President Obama and his family 
21. those who labor for interfaith dialogue and 

understanding 
22. any who limp through life 
23. neighbors who donÕt have gloves for cold hands 
24. creatures around us who have trouble 

finding winter food 
25. violence ridden neighborhoods 
26. individuals who have been betrayed 
27. people who have lost a sense of themselves 
28. conflict filled places around the globe 
29. those who must make a hard choice 
30. children or adults who have lost a pet 
31. the hungry and whatever they hunger for 



 
 
 
 

Youth Group News 
 

DonÕt miss the next Youth Group gathering on 
Sunday January 11 from 3:00 Ð 5:00pm.  We 
will gather at the church to play some games 
and talk about either noise or rain (intriguing 
huh?).  Nope, not gonna say any more!  If you 
want to know more about noise or rain youÕll 
just have to show up on January 11th.  If you 
have any questions about this meeting, please 
contact Justin Mapes (815-376-4730) or Brian 
Taylor.  Remember friends are welcome and 
encouraged to join in on the fun! 

 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 
 
Twice a year, in the spring and in the fall, the 
churches of the Prairie Association of the Illinois 
Conference of the United Church of Christ gather to 
meet.  The fall 2009 meeting will occur on Saturday, 
November 14 and will be held at Open Prairie.  We 
are very excited to be offering this hospitality to our 
sister congregations.  There will be a number of 
ways for Open Prairie people to participate in the 
day.  Please put the date on your calendar. 
 

 

Cow Now 
 
We did it.  By the third Sunday in Advent, we 
reached our goal of recycling enough cans to 
collect $500 for our heifer.  Please keep the cans 
coming.  This is an ongoing project, and we are 
now working on our second heifer.  Special thanks 
are extended to Jana who takes bags and bags of 
cans home and gets them ready to recycle.  
Remember she has agreed to come to church 
again in the cow costume when we have raised our 
next $500. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Princeton Coffeehouse 

Saturday, Jan. 24th 
7:30 pm 

Lee Murdock will perform 
www.leemurdock.com 

 
 

 
Stewardship and Finance 
     I hope the Christmas Season brought a smile to 
your face as you spent time making the season 
memorable.  It is truly a special time of year. 
   As we look forward to the year ahead, your 
Stewardship and Finance Team is encouraged with 
the pledge response of members and friends; some 
have increased their financial pledge and some 
have chosen to use the electronic contribution 
option for the first time.  However, not as many 
pledges have been received as this time last year. 
   The busyness of the holiday season can cause 
us to misplace items of importance.  If you have 
misplaced your 2009 pledge card, another one is 
available in the church office.  We also realize that 
some of us are facing tough economic times, 
however, your financial support is important to the 
mission of Open Prairie.  Please respond with your 
pledge as soon as possible. 
   End of Year Statements (for tax purposes) will 
soon be mailed.  Our financial secretary, Becky 
Sapp, is working to complete the end of year 
bookwork.  I am very appreciative of the talents and 
time of Becky and our treasurer, Al Forristall.  They 
both work diligently to keep our financial records 
accurate. 
   Thank you for your generous response to The 
Christmas Fund special offering taken in 
December.  If you missed the opportunity to 
contribute, it is not too late.  The red  envelopes are 
located in the office area for your convenience.  
Our gifts are important because they provide 
supplementary income for retired UCC clergy and 
lay employees. 
   Wishing each of you the blessings of health and 
happiness in the New Year. 
 



Patricia Wilson 
Stewardship & Finance Chair 

 
 
 

Our Prayers and Love  
Held in our prayers are Janis Land, Suzie 
Stalter and Janis’s son Ray as he settles into 
new living space after the Horizon House fire.  
We are also mindful of Sue Stumpf who is 
mourning the loss of her father, Roger and 
Becky Perkins who are mourning the death of 
Roger’s father, and Suzie Stalter who is 
mourning the death of her brother.  Our joy and 
celebration are with Adam and Kelly who have 
just observed their 24th wedding anniversary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Prairie UCC 
25 E. Marion Street   
Princeton, IL  61356 
 

 
Church Office: 
25 E. Marion Street 
Princeton, Il  61356 

(815)872-5150 
Email: mail@openprairie.org 
Office Open Tue. /Thu. 9:00 Ð 5:00 pm 
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org 
 


