OPEN PRAIRIE UCC

NEWSLETTER

FROM THE MODERATOR

News from the Search Committee:

This is a brief update on the search for an
interim pastor. At this time 3 resumes have
been received. It was decided by the
committee to follow up on two of the
candidates. The first candidate was reached
on her cell phone as she was driving to Texas
to accept her new call. The second candidate
was initially interviewed by telephone and it
was decided to request a sample sermon
video. The video, which included 2 full-length
sermons and a children’s sermon, was
reviewed by the search committee. After
viewing the video, the committee was
unanimous in feeling that this was not a good
match for Open prairie. The third individual is
a final candidate for another church. We are
waiting for more resumes from the Association
office and will proceed with the search when
they arrive.

Several people are available for pulpit supply
and they will be scheduled as needed.

From your Moderator,
Bill Ollila

April
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Apr. 2 8:00am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
Apr. 2 6:00 pm Prairie Circle@ Angie Hughes’
Apr. 3 6:30 pm Choir @ Webber’s

Apr. 5 10:00 am  Youth Group Cookout @ Sullivan’s
Apr. 9 8:00am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
Apr. 10 6:30 pm Choir @ Webber’s

Apr. 13 noon Semi-Annual mtg. & Potluck lunch
Apr. 13 4:30 pm Pizza Hut Buffet Night
Apr. 16 8:00 am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
Apr. 17 6:30 pm Choir @ Webber’s

Apr. 23 8:00 am Prayer group @ Autrey’s
Apr. 24 6:00 pm Choir @ Webber’s

Apr. 26 7:30pm Coffee House

April 2008

Apr. 27 4:00 pm Youth Potato Bar fundraiser

© HAPPY April BIRTHDAY ©

Apr. 1 John Zearing
Apr. 5 Fern Webber
Apr. 8 Lynette Ivey
Apr. 8 Trishia Jones
Apr. 10 Cherie Martin
Apr. 17 Sasha Ernst
Apr. 17 David Hornbaker
Apr. 18 Sheridan Ernst
Apr. 19 Creal Zearing
Apr. 24 Joe Waterhouse

If you have any additions or corrections, please let Ami know.

Stewardship and Finance

Many, many thanks for contributing to One
Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering. In
sharing with others around the world, we give
them much more than a handout, we make a
difference in their world. Children suffering
from disease not only receive treatment, but
are safer with proper sanitation and clean
sources of water. Families living in hunger
receive not only food, but tools and training to
build income for them. In blessing others,
blessing return to us, building that desire to
respond even more generously to God’s call to
“do good and share what you have” (Hebrews
13:16a).

About two years ago Curran introduced the
Stewardship and Finance Team to a small
book entitled Creating Congregations of
Generous People, by Michael Durall. She
encouraged us to read it to help us understand
the difference between asking people for
money and creating congregations of generous
people. | am placing this book in our church
library so you may have to opportunity to
assess your attitude toward giving.
Undoubtedly, some parts of the book will
interest you more than others, but | hope it
challenges you as it challenged me.

See you in church,




Patricia Wilson, Chairman
From the Church Treasurer:

Jan - Feb
08
Income
General Church Operating Income
Contributions 2,302.00
Earned Interest 30.26
Pledges 10,666.43
Miscellaneous 250.74
Building Fund 748.00
The Heifer Project 105.00
Missions Receipts 977.33
OCWM Receipts 964.25
Youth Group Fund Raising 848.00
Total Income 16,892.01
Expense
Christian Education 60.18
Fellowship 60.00
Elect/Water/Sewer/Garbage 22249
Maintenance, Custodial Supplies 128.65
Nicor/Nat Gas 174.00
Church Property & Casualty Ins. 1,884.00
Workers Compensation Insurance 607.07
Mortgage Interest 1,264.70
Misc. Items 23.78
Office Supplies 760.96
Payroll Expenses 2,182.47
Postage 157.00
Verizon Phone 478.92
Mission Fundraiser Expenses 595.40
Missions Projects 422.94
Pastor's Salary 8,058.16
Professional/Pastoral Exp 212.89
Worship-Music Ministry Support 100.00
Sr. Youth Group Fund Expense 156.00
Total Expense 17,549.61
Net Income -657.60

Christian Education

Many thanks are given to Paul and Mary Jane
Goble for the use of their minivan for the Children's
Discovery Museum Trip in Normal on March 26th.
It was a great time and many kids are already asking
when we can go again. There were 15 of us
representing OPUCC, having a great time doing so!
Many thanks to Donna Chelin and Hazel Crain as
the Easter Bunny visited their homes on Easter
morning and then the Sunday School youth were

sent out to hunt over 300 Easter eggs. Whew, that
Easter Bunny sure had fun with that one. Wonder
what the Easter Bunny will think of next year?!
The 5th Annual Potato Bar is coming up April
27th! All proceeds from the event will be used to
support the senior high youth group mission trip
where they will be traveling to Alamosa, CO to help
build passive solar adobe homes. There will be live
entertainment provided by all of the talented folks
that we all know and love as well as a silent
auction. A baked potato meal will of course be
served. The event will run from 4 p.m. until 7:00
pm. Itis always a great time! If you have a talent
that you would like to share please contact Ron
McCutchan to arrange to be on the program. If you
have something that you would like to donate to the
silent auction please contact Wendy.

The Senior High Youth group are also selling
tickets to the Pizza Hut Buffet Night on April 13th.
The event is from 5 - 8 p.m. The tickets are $8 for
adults and $4 for youth. The youth make a portion
of each ticket sold as well as the fact that they will
be there that night waiting tables. The ticket
includes all you can eat off the buffet as well as a
drink. It is a great deal and supports a good cause.
Again this fundraiser is being held to support the
mission trip in July to Alamosa, CO.

Mark your calendars for all of the important
Youth fund-raisers that are coming up:

April 5th Sullivan's Cookout from 10 - 2 at Sullivan's
April 13th Pizza Hut Buffet Night from 4:30 - 8

April 27th Potato Bar at OPUCC set-up right after
church event runs from 4-7.

May 3rd Food Table at Hornbaker Gardens,10 - 3
May 16 and 17 Church Rummage Sale (set-up all

week - times TBA)
June 7th Food Table at Hornbaker Gardens,10 - 3

Summer Camp registration is now underway!
Summer is right around the corner and there are
camps available for all ages! Pilgrim Park and
Tower Hill still have slots open, but there is limited
space, and by registering soon, you will avoid the
price increase that goes in effect 30 days prior to
camp, so register today®© OPUCC has camp
scholarships of $50/child (one camp only!)
available to help with expenses. See Wendy to have
your registration form signed before sending it in.

Just a reminder. We are continuing to recycle ink jet
cartridges. All proceeds are used to help fund the
younger youth going to camp.

Peace, Wendy



mission news

Greetings from the Mission Team,

March 30th is bowling day! Come and join us
as we go bowling with our Gateway neighbors.
We had a wonderful time last year. We will
meet at the bowling alley at 3 and bowl until
around 5:30. Do come. This outing is a great
way we can share a sense of community with
our Gateway neighbors.

Spring is just around the corner. Yippee! One
way | can tell is that Coneflower Farms sends
us their sign up forms. Just thinking about all
that wonderful fresh produce banishes the
winter blues for me. As you know, one of our
goals on the Mission Team is to promote
sustainable living and environmental
awareness. Each year we provide Open

Prairie folks with the opportunity to come
together and support Coneflower Farm, a local
source of fresh organic produce. Each week
you can receive a box of delicious fresh
vegetables. The sign-up forms will be
available at the front desk.

This year's Harry Potter festival will be on July
12th. For the past four years Open Prairie has
turned the Prouty Building into Honeydukes
Sweet Shop and sold enough chocolate frogs
and wizarding goodies to fund the Mission
Team's projects for the year. It is our major
fund raiser and it has been most successful.

Please, when you are planning your vacations
for the summer bear this date in mind. We
really need your help to make it happen.
Thanks, everyone!

Please remember the food pantry this April.
They have asked us to donate pancake mix
and syrup this month. Thanks.

Jana Allott has been doing a wonderful job
collecting aluminum cans to raise money for

Heifer International. When you see her, make
sure you give her a pat on the back and thank
her for all her hard work. And keep those cans
coming.

Peace,

Kelly

DON"T FORGET! Coffee and c hocolate are available
to purchase each Sunday. Check out the display in
the church office or see Susan Hale to place an

order!

FOOD PANTRY FOR MARCH:
Pancake Mix and Syrup

lada da do do do do do do do Jdo do 1o

Prairie Circle News
The next Pra irie Circle meeting will
be Wednesday, April 2 ", 6:00 pm at
the home of Angie Hughes,

510 W. Wilmot St.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Church Council News

The church-wide Semi-Annual meeting will
take place Sunday, April 13". There will be a
potluck luncheon at noon, followed by the
meeting.

Health Ministries

Johnson and Johnson Patient Assistance
Program

If you are having difficulty paying for your
Prescription medication, Johnson and Johnson
Health Systems may be able to help. They
currently have a Patient Assistance Program
which assists people in financial need. To
determine whether you meet the eligibility
requirements and/or if your medication is
covered under this program, call 1-800-652-
6227.

Thank you Open Prairie !



A big thank you to everyone who
participated in the Sunday afternoon
painting at Pilgrim Park! Five bedrooms and
baths in the Upper Conference Center were
painted in less than three hours. The rooms
look brighter and so much nicer. We have
already started receiving compliments on
how the five rooms look. When we think
about the painting you have done in Lower
Conference, the garden work, the painting of
the swinging bridge, and now the painting in
Upper Conference, it is ve ry clear how much
of a blessing that Open Prairie is to Pilgrim

Park,
Deb and Jim Jarvis

Open Prairie UCC
25 E. Marion Street
Princeton, IL 61356

Church Office:

25 E. Marion Street

Princeton, Il 61356

(815)872-5150

mail@openprairie.org

Office Open Tue. /Thu. 9:00 — 5:00 pm
Church Web Site: www.openprairie.org



